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AG. 4. at Bottom, dele Nichols's Defence, Part 1 and 
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ſtitious, erroneous, or contrary to the Seri ptures. 
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DiISssENTING GENTLEMAN'S 


SECOND LETTER, Ge. 


EH i & 40 ; | 
Ils with ſome Regret I proceed i in 17 

dication of my Diſſent, as it will con- 

ſtrain me to ſay ſome things, which 

= map ſeem to be diſreſpectful to eftabliſh- 

; 4 * of War But Self-Defence is a Principle 
which generous Minds allow ſtrongly to operate, I 
highly reverence and eſteem, and moſt heartily rejoice 

in the great Number of illuſtrious and excellent Per- 
ſons, both Clergy and Laity, which the Church of 

England can boaſt, But yet, as the preſent eftabliſh'd 

Forms were drawn up when this Kingdom juſt 

emerg'd out of Popiſb Darkneſs ; and as in Drawing 

them up, eſpecial Regard was had to the then Weak- 
neſs of the People, who could not be all at once 
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entirely brought off from the old Ceremonies ang 
Forms: As there are ſeveral Parts of our Liturgy, "i 
and eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, which a great Num- — 
ber, I apprehend, if not all our Biſhops and Clergy, - 


Wiſh to ſee alter'd : And finally, as the Alteration 

of thoſe, and the Removing a few Things, ac- 

| knowledg'd in themſelves to be mutable and indif- 

ferent, would heal the unbappy Breach, and reſtore 

. chief Part pf the Diſſenters to the Church. — 
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(2) i 


: Upon all theſe Accounts, I may be allow'd, I hope, 


with Freedom to make my Defence againſt your vi- 
gorous Attacks; and to repreſent my Objections, 
and the Grounds of my Diſſent, in as _ a Light 

as I am able. 


The Part of a public Monitor, and of my Inftruc- 


tor in this Affair, which you have e taken 
on you, will allow me, as I go along, to put you 
jn mind of a great Objection or two which Diſſen- 
ters are wont to urge, but which you have quite 


overlook' d, and to intreat you will direct me How 
to get over them. 


We Letter-Writers, ſay you, have a Privi- 


lege of ſetting down our Thoughts as they offer 
„ themſelves, without ſcrupulouſly adhering to ſtrict 
and cloſe Method *.** This Privilege you have 
Indeed with great Freedom taken: I ſhall therefore 
be indulg'd the ſame. 


To begin then with your Defence of Sons 5 


in Baptiſm. It is the Opinion of the Diſſenters, that 
when an Infant i is brought to be enter*d by Baptiſm 

into the Family or Church of Gop, and a folemn 
Vow and Engagement is to be made before the Church 
for its religious Education; that the PaxENTs, whoſe | 


Child it is, and to whom both GO and Nature 


have committed its Education; that thoſe, I fay, 
are the proper Perſons to ſtand forth, and take upon 

them this great and important Truft ; and to bind 
_— by a ſolemn Vow fairhfully to diſcharge 


Now our Objections to the Order and Practice 


of your Church are, 


1. That in a very «rbittary and free Manner, 


without the leaſt Shadow of Authority from Reaſon 
or Scripture, or the ancient Practice of the Church, 
you actually sz As1DE the Parents in this Solem- 
nity; and FORBID them to ſtand forth, and take upon 
them this great Charge to which Go hath. called 


12 Len. II p. 60. 


a) 


them. For your XXIX Canon expreſsly com- 
mands, That no Parent ſhall be urged to be prefent 
at his Child's Baptiſm, nor BE ADMITTED to anſwer | 
as Godfather for RIS own Child. And, 


2. That you require other Perſons to appear in 
the Parents Stead, and to take upon them this im- 


portant Truſt, and moſt ſolemnly to promiſe before 
Gor, and the Church, the Performance of that, 
which few of them ever do, or ever intended to 


perform ; or, perhaps, are ever capable of perform- 


ing. What now, Sir, is your Anſwer to theſe Ob- 


jections of the Diſſenters? Why, truly, the frft, 


which is indeed the chief, you very prudently flip 
over ; and attempt not the leaſt Apology for ſetting 


aſide the Parents; ſo that you leave us ſtill to con- 
ſider this, as a Thing utterly indefenſible, unlawful, 
abſurd, and which will admit of no Excuſ. 
But as to the ſecond, viz. the ſolemn Vow and Ob- 
ligation under which the Sureties lay themſelves, to 
this you largely ſpeak ; and tell me—* It is a 
„ groſs Miſtake to imagine, that the 8 
there made by the Sureties concerning the future 
„Faith and Practice of the Child, are made in 
their own Name: As if they engaged = | 
e that, when it is grown up, it ſhall actually be- 

C lieve all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, ſhall 

„ renounce the Devil and all his Works, Sc. 


« Whereas the Church conſiders f heſe Anſwers, as 


the CniLy's Anſwers, only made by its Repre- 
« ſentatives : they contain 1Ts Part of the ba 45 


©* mal Covenant or Contract; which, We þ 


« Reaſon of its tender Age, it cannot itſelf utter, 
“ js utter d by its Sureties — . But if this be, 
Sir, a groſs Miſtake, the moſt celebrated of your own. 
Writers have led us into it. The Sureties in Bap- 
” tim, fays your learned Dr. Nichols e, religiouſly | 
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d 1 p. 31. 
Part 11. p. 273. 
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( 4 
oy oe” for the Faith of the baptiſed ; that they 


25 LL ſincerely believe all that is revealed in the 


« Goſpel, and SHALL direct the ſubſequent Actions 
&« of their Lives by the Laws of Chriſt. A Cloud 
of Witneſſes, I believe, can be brought from the 


Doctors of your Church, whoſe Judgment is the 


ſame. But no wonder the Learned differ in ſo my- 
ſterious a Point.—You go on and affirm “ That 
e the Sureties are, by the Church, conſidered in 
e this Affair, no otherwiſe than as the Mouth of the 
* Child. —You ſee, Sir, here are no Promiſes No 


Engagements which any beſides the CyiLD are 


& ſuppoſed to enter into, and to be bound by. 
Read over the Office of public Baptiſm, you 


will not find, I aſſure you, any Promiſes or Sti- 


« pulations at all made by the Sureties in their own 


Name: I mean any that are explicit a.“ But this 


Account of the Matter appears to me extremely 
dark; and rather greatly to W than remove 


our Objections. Pr, 


Finsr, It repreſents the Church as ating a very 


extraordinary and unaccountable Part; viz. as re- 
ceiving @ Child to Baptiſm, on Account of ITS 
_ own Faith, and 1Ts own Promiſe, utter d by its 
Sureties; when, at the ſame time, it knows, the 
Child neither Ve nor cap, either promiſe or 1. 


any more than The Font at which *tis baptized, 

conſiders the Child as acTUALLY covenanting and 
contractiug, yea, as the onLY covenanting and con- 
tracting Party in this Solemnity, when it knows it 


to be abſolutely incapable of either. It repreſents 
the Church as very folemnly aſking THE CHIID— 


Doſt thou believe ? Wilt. thou be baptized? Doſt thou 


farſake the Devil? &c. When it is fully perſiiaded 


of its lter Inability to believe, or reſolve, of will 


any Thing about it. Now when 4 Deiſt ſtands by, 
and tees a learned and * Divine thus aſking, 


and 
rd Nichole Defence &c, Part I. p. 37, 32. 


(30 


and talking, and covenanting with a Child, can you 


wonder, Sir, if he ſmiles, and merrily treats the 
whole Tranſaction as a Jelt ? | 


« The Anſwers, you ſay, are conſidered by the 


« Church as onLy the Anſwers of Tus CHlLD, and 
% contain 1TS Part of the baptiſmal Covenant; 
«© which becauſe, by Reaſon of its tender Age, it can- 
e 107 ilſelf utter, is to be uttered by its Sureties ** 


That is to ſay, the Child , DUE Cannot Jpeak : 


It really covenants, contracts, promiſes, but not be- 
ing able by Reaſon of its tender Age to utter its 


good Intentions, theſe Sureties are its Mouth to ut- 
ter them for it. But why, good Sir, its Mouth to 


ſpeak for it; and not its Underſtanding allo to think 
for it; its Vill to promiſe for it; and indeed its 
Soul, and its very ſelf, to covenant and contract for 

it? Is not the Child, by Reaſon of its tender Age, 


as abſolutely incapable of Covenanting, as *tis of 
Uttering ; of Contracting, as tis of Speaking? If 
the Surety therefore does one of theſe good Offices 


for it, he undoubtedly does the other alſo. But, 
© SxconDLy. If there be, as you ſay, no Pro- 
miſes nor Engagements which any beſides THE 


CH1LD are ſuppoſed to enter into, or to be bound by, 


the Conſequence is extreamly plain, that then there 
are no Promiſes nor Engagements entered into at 
all, for its religious Education. For the Child ſurely, 
does not engage for its own religious Education, If 


the Sureties therefore do not enter into any Promiſe 


of this Kind, it evidently follows, that there are no 
expreſs Engagements entered into by any for the 
| Child's Education. And thus, behold, your boaſt- 
ed double Security, turns out at laſt no Security at all! 
But, a Surety not bound! a Sponſor promiling - 
thing | a Security unengaged! This is Language, 
Sir, in the mercantile, whatever it may be in the 
 ſcbolaftic Way of Life, abſolutely unintelligible. 
And to retort your own ne my e : 

| ould 
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believing, promiſing, 


(6) 


ſhould think' a very wrong-headed Man, who 


ſhould pretend to lend my Money upon a double 
Security, and make a Merit of- ſo doing, when at 
the ſame Time he confeſſed, there were no Pro- 
miſes, NOR Engagements, by which either of the Se- 
curities were explicity bound. | 

To be plain, Sir; as for this Buſineſs of a Child's 
covenanting by Repreſenta- 
tive or Proxy, T cannot but think a Gentleman of 
your Penetration, will eaſily perceive it to be a 
Thing abſolutely inexplicable, impoſſible, and ab- 
furd; a Thing utterly repugnant to Reaſon and 
common Senſe, and without the leaſt Shadow of 
Foundation in the Chriſtian Religion. For if by 
the Conſtitution of the Goſpel Covenant, a Child | 


may believe by Proxy, repent by Proxy, vow, pro- 
_ miſe, and contraft by Proxy, he may alſo, no 
doubt, be ſaved by Proxy, or be damned by Proxy. 


But, into what a Jeſt will this turn the Religion of 


Chriſt ? 


As for the Antiquity of this Practice, Sponſors i in 


Baptiſin, you have the good Senſe and Ingenuity 


not to pretend it was ever known, or ſo much as 


thought of, in the primitive apoſtolic Church. Ts - 
rallion who lived about Anno Dom. 200, is the 


Frſt, 1 apprehend, of all Chriſtian Writers, that 5 


makes any mention of them. Nor does it at all 
follow from what be ſays, that theſe Sponſors were 


any other than tbe Parents of the Child. Fuftin 
Martyr who wrote fifty Years before him, when 


he particularly deſcribes the Method and Form of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm in his Days, yy not a ingle Ward 
of any ſuch Perſons « 


But we learn from St. Auſtin, Hoi the Year - 


390 (one of the earlieſt o Chriſtian Writers, in 
which any mention of them is found) when, and 
; 95 what Occaſion, theſe Sponſors were admitted. 


e 
e v id. Lord Thy Enquiry, Part IT, P. 67, 68. : 


(7) 
« A great many) ſays he, are offered to Baptiſm, 
< (not eir Parents, but by others; as Infant- 
« Slaves are ſometimes offered by their Maſters. 
« And ſometimes when the Parents are dead, the 


« Infants are baptized, being offered by any, who 


« can afford to ſhew this Compaſſion to them. 
« And ſometimes Infants whom their Parents have 
„ cruelly expoſed, to be brought up by thoſe who 
light on them, are now and then taken up by 
„the holy Virgins, and offered to Baptiſm by 
„ them who have no children of their own, nor 


<« deſign to have any. Theſe are * Auſtin's 


words. Obſerve now Dr. WalPs c ingenuous Con- 


feſſion on them (and the good Doctor you know, 
Sir, was never partial in Favour of Diſſenters, but 


a ſevere Remarker on them:) * Here we ſee the 
cc | 


« for the Children : But yet that this was not counted 


„ 50 NECESSARY, as that a Child could not be vap- | 


cc fized without it.“ 


Hence then it is plain, that Parents never were 

: ſet Ade, when they were capable and willing to 

offer their children; and that only in Caſes of Pa- 
rents Incapacity, were Sponſors admitted: And in 
all fuch C: Caſes, Diſſenters alſo uſe them. Why now, 

I beſeech you Sir, in Defiance of this acknowledged 
Uſage and Practice of the ancient Cburch, as well 
as of common Senſe, does your Church ſeverely de- 
cree, That xo PARENT ſÞall be urged to be RE. 
„ sENT at his Child's Baptiſm, nor be ADMITTED | 

« to anſwer as Godfather for it? What! would 
the Parents ſtanding forth together with the Spon- 
| ſors, and promiſing jointly with them, at all de- 
trali from this Solemnity, or render it leſs effectual, 

to ſecure the Child's religious Education? It is 
moſt evident it would not, and that your Practice 


in this Point 1 is undoubtedly an Iungvation; an un- 


reaſonable, 


4 Bpin * Bonifac. AE: 4 Hiſt Inf, Bap. Vol. 1, p. 196. 
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(8) 
reaſonable, abſurd, and arbitrary Deviation from 
the Uſage and Iofticution of the 7 mera apoſtolic 


Church; an Abſurdity very generally acknowledged, 
and complained of, by the Members of your 

Cburcb, though not attempted to be reformed. 
gut by zhis Inſtitution of Godfathers and God- 
„ mothers, you ſay, your Church affords its Mem- 
bers ſome great and ſpecial Advantages towards 
= grOWINg in Grace and Goodneſs, above what are 

found amongſt us:“ and you tell me, you 
© lay a great ſtreſs upon it, as a wiſe, an «ſeful, 
« and neceſſary Inſtitution ».*? But did you not 

_ conſider, Sir, that you were here highly refletting 
upon the Wiſdom and Goodneſs, not of the holy 
Apoſtles only, but of your great Lawgiver Jzesvs 
ChkIs T? Theſe spECIAL ADVANTAOEs for Growth 
in Goodneſs and Holineſs, how came it to paſs that 
the great Founders of the Chriſtian Church never 
happened to think of them? You do not pretend 
it to be an Inſtitution of Jesus ChRIST's, and yet 
are not afraid to call it a wiſe, an uſeful, and even 
a NECESSARY Inſtitution. Strange! that CHRIST, 
in whom were hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, and 
who loved the church ſo as to lay down his Life for 
it, ſhould not ænoꝛ this Inſtitution to be ſo eſpecially 
advantagious to the growing Goodneſs of his 
Church; or that knowing it to be ſo, he ſhould 
unkindiy omit it; and that we are obliged to the 
ſuperior Wiſdom and Goodneſs of after Ages for 
ſupplying this Defect. It has uſually been thought, 
that be Apoſtles declared the wHoLE Counſel of 
| Gop; and kept? back NoTHING from the Church 
which was profitable to it; and that the Scriptures 
are a perfect Rule; but this, it ſeems, is not true; 
you have diſcover'd it, Sir, to be not true: For 
here you ſhew us a wiſe, an uſeful, and a NECEs- 
SARY bes, which they, really kept back: jc 
which 


* . 


2 Lett. L p- 58, 39. a 


49) 


which had it not SR for the Sagacity of their Suc- 


cegſſors, the Church had been fo unhappy as never to 
have known. Into what Mazes Men plunge them- 


ſelves, when they deviate from the Truth 

Of the ſame Temerity you are guilty, Sir, when 
treating of another Inſlitution of your Church, Coy - 
FIRMATION, and glorying over us in its Want. 
« Another Adminiſtration of our Church is Confir- 


e mation; this you know you have wholly diſcard- 
00 ol} ind ſurely you will be obliged to acknowledge 


5 you have loſt thereby a very great Advantage 


6 ve de conducive to future Holineſs of Life .“ 
Yes, Sir, this we will freely own, when you alſo will 
acknowledge, that you are wiſer than the Apoſtles z 
and can better judge what is conducive to Holineſs, 
and for the Advantage of the Church, than its great 
Lawgiver JzsUs CHRIST. Had this Ceremony of 
Confirmation been really of great Advantage, and 
conducive to Holineſs, it is very ſtrange that neither 
| CHRIST, nor his Apoſiles, ſhould have ordained it. 
That it is an apoſtolic Inſtitution, you have not ſo 
much as attempted to prove: unleſs Calvin's Con- 
jecture muſt be admitted as Proof. N 
Tube Text uſually urg'd for it, (A#s viii. 14.) 1 
preſume you are fully ſenſible has zo Weight. Pe- 
ter's and John's going down to Samaria to pray, and 


lay their Hands on thoſe whom Phil;p had baptiſed, 


is, ſurely, no Precedent, no Direction, no Inſtitution = 
nor Command for our Biſhops to do likewiſe, For 
the End for which the Apoſtles i "ts expecfily I 
Taid (ver. 15, 17.) was, that they might receive the 


Holy Gnosr, i. e. its miraculous Gifts; and they 


pray d for them, and laid their Hands on them, and 
the received the HoLy GHOST. That it was his 
miraculous Gifts (ſuch as propheſying, ſpeaking with _ 
Tongues, Sc.) to form them into a Church, cannot 

be . becauſe, * were fomething viſe =_ 


* Lett I. p- 61. 
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and obvious to Senſe ; ſomething which ſtruck the 
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Powers of the Holy Gbaſt? 


(ae) 


Wonder and Ambition of the wicked Sorcerer; for 
tis ſaid, ben SIMON Saw that thro* Laying on f 
the Apoſtles Hands the Hol GHos r was given, he 
offered them Money. —Beſides, as Dr. Whitby juſtly 


_ obſerves, if they laid not their Hands on all who 


were baptiſed, it makes nothing for Confirmation ; if 


— — 


8 eo - 
It was to give then to the newly baptiſed Con- 
verts at Samaria the miraculous Gifts of the Holy 


Gboſt, that Peter and Fobn went and laid their Hands 


on them. But do our Biſhops, Sir, pretend that, by 


their Praying and Laying on of Hands, the HoLy 
Gnosis given? Do they not diſclaim any Powers 
of this kind ? Seeing then they make no Pretenſions 
to the End, why with ſuch Solemnity do we ſee them 


practiſing the Means ? Might they not as well ſtretah 


themſelves upon the dead Body of a Child, in Imi- 
tation of 22 or, make Ointment with Spittle 
for the Cure of the Blind, in Imitation of our Sa- 
viour; or, anoint the Sick with Oil, in Imitation of 
the apoſtolic Elders; as pray and lay their Hands on 
_ thoſe who were baptiſed, in Imitation of Peter and 
Jobn, who did this to the Samaritan Converts oxL v, 


that they might receive the miraculous Gifts and 
t As for the open and ſolemn Renewal of the 
& baptiſmal Covenant before Gop and many Wit- 


c neſſes, which, you ſay, baptiſed Perſons ought to 
de make, when ry come 3 Mk of Diſcretion :**_ 
this they make with us, in the otber Sacrament of the 
Supper; which Ci himſelf has appointed, and 
which is the ozly Inſtitution his Wiſdom has thought 
fit to appoint, for this Purpoſe. ee 
But i 
Ceremony of Confirmation, as tis at preſent appointed 


vou will ſuffer me to 5 ea freeh, Sir, this | 


and 


(ar 


and practiſed in your Church, to me appears ſo far 
from being greatly conducive to Holineſs of Life, as 


that I wiſh it may not be conducive to a quite dit- 
ferent, and a very noxious Effect: even to cheriſh 


in Mens Minds a preſumptuous and falſe Hope; and 


to delude them into wrong Notions as to the Safety 


of their State, and as to the Terms of Acceptance 


and Favour with Gop. 


By the Order of your Common Prayer, ALL 
& Perſons baptiſed, when they come to competent Years, 


& and are able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and 
“ Ten Commandments, and the Anſwers of the ſhort 


© Catechiſm, are to be brought to CONFIRMATION,” 
The Biſhop having aſked, © Whether they renew the 


* ſolemn Promiſe and Vow which was made in their 
* Names in Baptiſm,”” &c. Upon their Anſwer we 


de, proceeds hereupon to declare in the moſt ſolemn 


manner, even in an Addreſs to Gop himſelf, that He 


has vouchſafed to regenerate theſe his Servants by Water 
and the HoLy GnrosT (note: not by Water only, 
but alſo by the HorLy Gnosr) and to give them tbe 


Forgiveneſs of ALL THEIR Sixs: and laying his 
Hand upon the Head of each particular Perſon, he 
CERTIF1wsS him by that Sign of Gop's Favour and 
gracious Goodneſs towards bim. 5 


/ . 


I pray you, Sir, in the Name of Gov, inform me, 
what Warrant has the Biſhop to pronounce a Man's 
Sins ALL forgiven, and himſelf regenerated by the 
Hor Ghost, upon no other Grounds than his 
being able to ſay the ſhort Catechiſm, and declaring 
that he ſtands by his baptiſmal Engagements? Will 
you ſay that this is the Chriſtian Doctrine concerning 
the Terms of Acceptance and Forgiveneſs with Goo)? 
Are good Vows and Reſolutions, declared in the 
Church, infallible or proper Proofs of a Regenera- 
tion by the Holy Ghoſt? Is a Man's Profeſſing that 
| he repents, and Promiſing that he will live godly, 
that ua Repentance and Amendment of Life which 
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alone can enſure the divine Pardon and Favour ? 


Lox, and publickly profeſs to 
tiſmal Covenant, whom yet he will reje& with Ab- 


couch'd in abſolute and ſtrong Terms: nor do I 
find that there is any Intimation, that their Forgive- 
neſs depends upon their Care to keep, and to live up 


that he hath forgiven them all their Sins; and leſt 
and quaſh his upbraiding Conſcience, He lays his 
Fand upon his Head, and ER TITIES bim by THAT / 
Sto of God's Favour and Goodneſs to bim. 
be confirm'd, are taught to confider as an Ambaſſa- 
5 ſpecial Miniſter of Gon when they 
| 1 Perſon, ſo ſolemnly declaring that they are 


= => y re lt ſatisßze 
a happy States Mad as full Remiſſion of Sins, and 


Lerms; can you wonder, ſhould you ſee thouſan 


that Perſons of very vile and profligate Characters 


(12) 


CrrrsT their 
and by their bap- 


Are there not Multitudes who 


horrence at laſt? You will inform me then, Sir, 
how his Lordſbip, upon this meer Profeſſion and 
Promiſe, preſumes to declare to Almighty Gop, and 
to ASSURE the Perſon, that he is regenerated, for- 
iven, and without all Peradventure in a State of 
avour with Heaven! 
The Expreſſions, you muſt acknowledge, are 


to, their baptiſmal Engagements. No: but though 


their 2vbole Life hath hitherto been ſcandalouſly cor- 
rupt; yet upon their being able to ſay the Lord's 
Prayer, &c. the Biſhop ſolemnly pronounces a moſt | 


abſolute Pardon over them; appeals to Almighty Gop 


this ſhould be too little to ſatisfy the doubting Sinner, 


This Biſhop, Sir, the Multitudes, who come to 


dor of Cnnisr, a a Succeſſor of the 22 and a 
ear then, this 


2257 juſtified, pardoned, and regenerated by the 
os can 57 ou blame them if they believe it ; | 
that their Souls are in a ſafe and 


the Favour of Gor, are to be had on ſuch e 0 
eagerly flocking from all Quarters to accept it ? Or 


1 often thruſt themſelyes 1 in to partake of this 
. | 


( 13) 


Benefit ; and be ſeen receiving upon their Knees epiſ- 


copal Abſolution, and folemn Aſſurances of Gop's | 


Favour and Grace? 


Tou know the Aptneſs of Mankind, Sir, to de- 


ceive themſelves with falſe Hopes; and to ſubſtitute 


good Purpoſes, Profeſſions, and Vows in the Place 
of real Repentance and Amendment of Life: and 
you know this, Sir, (and have no doubt often de- 


clared it from your Pulpit) to be one of the chief 


| Hindrances of Mens becoming truly good. Now 


ſhould” your Office for Confirmation be found thus 


2 and directly tending to _cheriſþ theſe falſe 
Hopes; you mult excuſe me if I then ſhould think 


it ſo far from conDucinG to Holineſs of Life, as that 


in my Conſcience I ſhould believe it to be rather 
greatly OBSTRUCTIVE to it; and extremely deluſive 
and injurious to the Souls of Men. N 


* 


Loet me further aſk you, Sir, on this Head—Is it 


any Breach of Charity, to ſuppoſe that amongſt the 
vaſt Crowds which Mart ne on duch Oc- 
caſions, there are often many, whom Gop, who 
knows their Hearts, knows to be Perſons of a cor- 
rupt and wicked Mind, and to be ſtill under the 
Power and Tyranny of Sin? Can the good Biſhop 
himſelf, in any Judgment of Charity, ſuppoſe there 


are not ſome ſuch amongſt the thouſands he confirms? 


Candidly tell me then, Sir, upon what grounds he 
abſolutely, and without Reſerve, declares to the ETER- 
NAL Gop concerning them ALL, that he hath fully 
forgiven theſe his Servants, when God at that Time 
knows many of them not to be his Servants, and 
that he hath not at all forgiven them? Or, lays his 
Hand on each individual Perſon to aſſure him of 
Gop's Favour, and of his Regeneration by the Hol- 
Ghost; when, in Truth, ſome of thoſe he thus aſ- 
ſures are abſolute and entire Strangers to the renewing 
Influences of Gop*s Spirit, and faſt bound in their 
Sins? To me, Six, I aſſure you, this appears, I do 
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( 14 ) 


| wot ſay a oy. ſhocking g, but I muſt ſay a very un- 


accountable Solemnity ; and ſhould be glad to 
know how to reconcile it to the Reverence you owe 
to Gop ; or to the Faithfulneſs and AE due to 


the Souls of Men. 


Near akin to his, but of a yet more obnoxious 


Nature, is another Office of your Common Prayer. 


The ABsSOLUTION of the Sick. To this you know, 
Sir, Diſſenters have always ſtrongly objected, as too 


much reſembling the ſolemn Tricks of the Church 


of Rome; by which they pretend to ſend Men to 


Heaven, without real Amendment and Holineſs of 


Life. But this you very prudently paſs over in 
perfect Silence: for what indeed could ſo ingenious 5 


an Advocate offer, on ſo extremely abſurd and in- 
defenſible a Point? 


Being come to the fick Perſon, (no Matter what 


or how wicked his former Life hath been) the Prieſt 
1s directed, after ſome pious Exhortations, to exa- 

mine, Whether he believes the Articles of the Apo- 
"mn files Creed; and truly repent him of bis Sins; and 
«he in Charity with all the World: And to move 


« him to make a ſpecial Confeſſion of bis Sins, if be 

&« feels his Conſcience troubled with any weigh! 'y Mat- 
« fer.” After which Confeſſion, the Prieſt is or- 
der*d to ABSOLVE bim (if he humbly and heartily 
defire it) after this ſort, 
Our Logp IJEsuS CHRIST, who bath left Power t 


to bis Church to aBSOLVE all Sinners who truly re- 


pent and believe in him, of his great Mercy forgive 


thee thine Offences : And by the AuTHoRITY com- 
mitted to ME, I ABSOLVE thee from ALL THY SINS, 
in the Name of the FATHER, and f the Sox, and 85 
| Lg the HoLy Guosr. Amen. 


The Form is extreamly ſolemn, Sir and the 


Matter of the laſt Importance. You had need 
therefore be ſure you go upon good Grounds, leſt 


you be found to trifle with the Name if Gov, 1 
in 


(15) 
in Things of everlaſting Moment, and to acquit 
thoſe whom he abhors. Permit me, Sir, in this 


great Name, and before the World, to demand of 


you, OTE. 0 
1. What Church is it, and where is the Church 


found, to whom CHRIST has left this high Autho- 


rity and Power ? Is it the Church of England, the 
Church of Scotland, the Church of France, or the 
Church of Rome ? Do you here mean by the Church, 


what your XIXth Article hath defined it, viz. The 

_ Congregation of the faithful ?=Or, do you under- 
ſtand it as in your XXth Article, where 2! is ſaid 
to have Power to decree Rites, and Authority in Mat- 


ters of Faith? If ſo, I have ſhewn in my former 


Letter, that he Church is no other than the King 
and Parliament of thele Realms. The King, in- 


deed, has Power to abſolve all manner of Sinners, 


penitent or not penitent z and by a ſingle A# of 


Grace, to vacate and ſet aſide the Cenſures and Ex- 


communications of all the Biſhops, Archbiſhops, and 


Clergy of the Land, and to reftore the Offender to 


the Church's Boſom again. To abſolve, not in 


Foro Civil only, but in Foro Ecclefie ; not in the 
State only, but alſo in the Church. But whether 
the Kings or Queens of England do this by Autho- 
rity derived to them from CarisT ? Whether hat 
Church of which THEY are declared the ſupreme 
Heads, be the Church to whom this high Power is 
given? And whether THEY, as Heads of it, have 


, not this Power dwelling capitally, ſupremely, and 
principally in them; ſo as that, what THEY looſe 
on Earth, is as certainly Jooſed in Heaven, as any 


Thing that is {ooſed by any inferior Members who 
officiate in the Church under them Theſe, Sir, 
are high Points, which without your Aſſiſtance, 1 
ſhall not preſume to ſettle. Be ſo good, Sir, as to 
let. us know, WHAT CHURCH upon Earth it is, to 
whom Chnisr hath delegated this important Au- 
)õö d 
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(16) 
TRHRORITY; and WHERE the Charter or Grant is 
found, by which he gave it the Commiſſion ? But 
2. That Cnx1sT hath given, can give, no ſuch 
AuTHoriTY to fallible uninſpired Men, I ſhould 


think abſolutely out of doubt. Becauſe if he hath 


given Power to any AUTHORITATIVELY 76 abſolve 
thoſe who are iruly penitent, he muſt alſo have given 
them Power ro KNow who are truly penitent. Elſe 

*tis a Power to do nothing, for till they know them 
to be truly penitent (i. e. till they can ſearch their 


Hearts) they cannot authoritatively abſolve them 
But if they cannot do it till then, they cannot do 
it at all. Beſides, 


. It the Prieſt has really from Cunier this Au- 


thority and Power, the Manner in which he is here 
ordered to apply it, is moſt certainly wrong. For 

upon the Sinner”s confeſſng his Faults, and profeſſng 
his Faith and ſincere Repentance, the Prieſt is or- 
dered moſt ſolemnly and authoritatively to abſolve 


him. But are any Promiſes or Profeſſions which 
a Sinner makes in that Diltreſs, a proper Ground 
for ſuch an abſolute authoritative Abſolution ? Are 
not the moſt profligate, when Death is thought to 


approach, wont to feel their Conſcience troubled 


with many weighty Matters, ready to confeſs their 


Sins, to expreſs the deepeſt Remorſe, and to vow 
Amendment if ſpared? But when the Danger is 


aſt, is there one of a Thouſand that remembers 2 
18 Vows: and that returns not to his Sins with as 


keen an Appetite as ever? Do not you Gentle- 
men of the Clergy, loudly complain of this, when 
you prels to preſent Repentance, and warn us not 
to truſt to the Sorrows of a ſick Bed? Butnotwith- 


ſtanding all this, when the ick Sinner ſends for you, 
confeſſes his Sins, prafeſſes Repentance, and de- 
fires Abſolution, you are directed and required with 


all poſſible Solemnity, even in the Name of the 


Farnkx, Sox, and Hor v GHOST, authoritatively 
10 


(17) 
#0 abſolve him from ALL his Crimes, how many or 
great ſoever they have been, and to declare him 
fully forgiven. Strange! That you can preſume in 
the Name of the ſacred Trinity, to a88uRE a Man 
that he zs abſolved from all his Sins, when at the 
ſame Time you know yourſelves nor suRE that he 
is abfolved ! Yea, when the only Grounds of your 
doing ity: are but the ſame Signs of Repentance 
which a thouſand Sinners give, who are neverthe- 
leſs held faſt under the Power and Guilt of Sin! 
What would you call that Man, Sir, who in a 
Court of human Judicature, ſhould moſt ſolemnly 
affirm, and declare in the Name of Gop, an in- 
_ portant Fact to be done, which yet at the ſame 
Time he is bt ſure is done; or who ſhould call 
Heaven to witneſs to the certainty of that, which 
he is not at all certain of? But is it leſs dangerous, 
or leſs reproachful, thus to trifle and collude in 
a eternal Things than in temporal; in the Court of 
1 Almighty Gop, than in that of the Kings 
4 I T cannot fay, Sir, in what Light you view this 
C Order of your Church, nor what Obedience yor' 
oO pay it, but am humbly of Opinion, that tis this 
d | frraining the ſacerdotal Character, which has ſunk 
ir 
* 


it into ſome Contempt; and that if it continues 
chus trained, lower, much lower, twill continue 
1s to fink. For when Men ſee you claiming! from: 
s WW Gop, awful and high Powers, which they are ſure; 
Soy has never given you; and hear you with great 
Solemnity authoritatively abſolving in the Name of 
the Holy Trinity, when at the ſame Time they know = 
the Holy Trinity never gave you any Authority lo to 
do, how natural is it for them to deride the priefily 
Character on which theſe Claims are founded, and 
to treat your other Offices with Ridicule and Dif- 
And now, Sir, having preſented you with ſome 
of the true Grounds of our diſſent, many of which 
you have not at all, and 5 — reſt but W e 
ö 1 
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(118 ) 
A in your three long Letters, L ; gente to you 


Attempts to reflect back our own Pleas and Objec 
tions upon ourſelves, and to prove us /elf- —— 
Here you complain —“ that you walk almoſt 
<« without Light — that our Churches are ſo ſecret 
in all their Ways, that there is ſcarce any know- 
“ing what they are — that you myſt. grope and feel 


for them as in the Dark - and that you are ſome- 


ce thing like one lighting with a Ghoſt* Th This 


ſeems, indeed, a very juſt Deſcription of your 
Caſe, for you greatly miſrepreſent bogs our Prin- 


ciples and our Practice. But the Blame of this 
Darkneſs, Sir, be wholly to yourſelf. Are not our 
Churches open? Our Prayers, our Sermons, our 


Sacraments and Ordinations performed in View of 


the World, that whoever Pate may come and {ee 
our Manner in them?: 
But we have no common Rules of Diſcipline 


& and Worſhip, by which we hold ourſelves 
obliged to walk; at leaſt none made public and 


i laid, before the World, for your Examination 


and Diſcuſſion .“ Yes, Sir, we have an ex- 


cellent common RLE of Diſcipline and Worſhip, 
by: which all our Churches bold. themſelves obliged: to 


wall, even the ſame which CHRIST and his Apoſtles, 


the great Founders of the Chriſtian Church, origi- 


nally drew up, / publiſhed, and eſtabliſhed. for it; 
and which they left as a common Rule, the onuLY 
common Rule, and a ez RetcT. common Rule, for 
the Uſe of all future Ages, viz. the Hol v Scrre- 
TURES: This therefore you yy n, ee al - 


the Freedom you-pleaſe. 1, 

But to Jeſtend to ſome of. the many 1 Inſtances in 
Which you much miſrepreſent us. Your: very — | 
Miſtake, as to our impo/ing $1TTING at the Lord's- 


ſupper, I have ſhewn in my former Letter. You 
farther affirm—** That it is generally held amongſt 


6 © Us, that 155 Sacrament is bor none but 1 


8 2 and 
Lett IL Pa: * 1 wid. 


(19) | 
© and conſummate Chriſtians, ſuch as can give a 
« particular Account of their Converſion *. Here 
you walk, Sir, wwithout Light. There is not a ſingle” 
Church, I am perſuaded, amongſt the Diſſenters in 


the whole Kingdom, hardly a fngle Perſon, who 


hath bis Notion of the Sacrament. We univerſally 


hold, that every ſincere Chriſtian has a Right to the 
n able. 


« As to the Duty of Faſting, you ſay, if you 
te are not mightily deceived, it is thrown away 
„ amongſt us. You have not met with any Ser- 


mon or Treatiſes of our Miniſters, ſhewing the 
Obligations, and preſſing its Practice upon the 
People; nor have you ever heard of its being 
©... — even by the ſtricteſt and devouteſt 
% amongſt us. You are mightily deceived, Sir. 
a great deal 7o0- mightily, for one who ſets up for ſo 
ſevere 4 Cenſor of his Brethren. Amongſt many 
others, I refer you only to a moſt excellent Diſcourſe 
on Faſting, in Bennet's Chriſtian Oratory, Vol. II. 


; which I am ſure you cannot read without admiring 
5 it, bluſhing, 


and condemning your own Temerity. 
Lou are pleaſed to give us allo a very grave and 


1 ſevere Reprehenſion for Standing, and not Kneeling — 
at our public Prayers; and fay, It is little lels 


than impoſed upon our People, inſomuch that 


„ ſhould any one preſume to kneel in our Churches, 
e we ſhould certainly cenſure and condemn him for 
92 8 .— That your Church has as good Right to 
«© impoſe Kneeling in the public Worſhip upon her 
=. Members, as Difſenters have to impoſe it upon 
their Children and Servants in their Family De- 
1 votions *—And that we AL wars practiſe it in 


ce private 3.” You are extreamly unhappy, Sir, 


. in your intelligence about this ſtrange People, whom = 
you have taken upon you to reprebend. How came 
3 you- to gras: what their Poſture of Worthip al- 


: " Lett L. 7 0 " Lett, I I. pag. 65, 66. ©» Lett. I, | 
Pag. 65,67. PS 4 Lett, J. Pes. 28. 1 Lett. II. pag. 68. 
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this! 
mit it. I think you will do Juſtice, Sir, to name 
the Congregation, that it may either purge itſelf of 
the Reproach, or ſtand corrected before 0 
for its unchriſtian and impaſing Temper; and learn 
to act more conſiſtent with that Liberty and Right of 
private Judgment, which as Diſenters they profeſs. 


75 (20) 
Ways is in PRIVATE? Have they taken you into 
their Cioſeis? For my own Part, I pretend not to 


have been much with them at their ſecret Devo- 


tions, and therefore willinot pronounce with ſuch A, 


 ſurance as you do upon the Point; but am very 


ſtrongly perſuaded they practiſe variouſly in this 


Matter, and do not always kneel. 


As to their Families and Churches, though I have 
been preſent at Prayers in a-great Number of both, 
(which you, I preſume, Sir, never have been) I 
aſſure you, I never once ſaw nor heard any Thing 
like the Impaſitions you mention. In their Family 


| Devotions ſome ſtand, and ſome kneel, according as 


their Inclination and Convenience ſerves. And in 
their public Aſſemblies, many kneel at Prayer, I be- 
lieve, the whole Kingdom over, without it ever 


entering into the Thoughts of their Fellow-Wor- 


ſhippers, to take the leaſt Offence thereat, _ | 
You tell me you can name a conſiderable 


8 Congregation amongſt us, which is greatly ſcan- 
«© dalized—and has taken a great and general Of- 
e fence, at one of its Members kneeling at pub- 


< lic Prayer But as in many other Points, Sir, 
tis very notorious you have been ill ſerved by your 


Informers, as to our Cuſtoms and Worſhip z you 


muſt give me Leave to think, that they have bere 


alſo made 400 , free with your Credulity. That we 
have weak Brethren amongſt us, and thoſe not a 


few, I am very ready to own... But a Congrega- 


tion, a conſiderable Congregation too, ſo, weak as to 


take | Sp and general Offence at ſuch a Trifle as 
ou muſt excuſe me, if I cannot eaſily ad- 


he World, 


ett. II, pag. 63. [ 22 


(21) 
No, Sir, Diſſenters are not for binding, where 


Go has left free. They are our Brethren of ano- 
ther Church, who think themſelves capable of 


. mending CH r1sT's Inſtitutions ; and not content to 


uſe them in the plainneſs and ſimplicity in which 
DIVINE W 1sDoM left them, muſt needs embel!; ifo | 
and improve them by Additions of their W . 

Theſe Additions of your own, for Inſtance, KNEEI- 


| ING at public Prayers, you are ſo ſurprizingly ſan- 


guine as to repreſent as a great Improvement of 
„% public Worſhip, and as adding a natural Splen- 

« dor and Beauiy to it - that our Worſhip is debaſed 

for Want of it - that kneeling is a more humble and 


4 honourable Poſture - much more expreſſive of our 


* Reverence of Gop.— And the humble 


«© Poſture of Eneeling, NaTure itſelf fo plainly 


« dictates, and ſo powerfully prompts us to, that 


a2 Man, if he were left to himſelf, whenever 
„ be makes his Requeſts known to Gop, will 


hardly do it in any other—unleſs when ſome 4 


. Fefted Reſtraint is laid upon him *.” How tow- + 

ering a Flight! You do not pretend to ſay, that 

either CHRIST or his Apoſtles, ever enjoined, or 
conſtantly, or moſtly, 1e KNEELING at public 
Prayer; you mention ſeveral Inſtances from S$crip- 


ture, Where sr AN DING was the Poſture of ſome of 


_ the moſt ſolemn Addreſſes to Almighty Gop—Abra- 
bum sroop before the Lord *, when he offered up 
that humble Interceſſion for Sodom. Of the a 
and all the Prieſts, tis particularly recorded, that 


they sT oO ur; and all the People are alſo called 


upon to STAND up, and bleſs the Lord their Gop, 


in that ſolemn Addreſs to Heaven, Nehem. ix. 2, 


3, 4, f. An Addreſs of deep Humiliation, Con- 
feſſion, Deprecation, and Covenanting with Gap, 
one of the moſt ſolemn that ſtands upon ſacred Re- 
cord; tis here no leſs than four ſeveral Times ex- 
preſly mentioned, that $TAaNDING was the Poſture 


in 


„ Lett. II pag. 66, 67, 69, 73. 


| 6 
in which their Worſhip was offered up. Moſes and 
Samuel are repreſented as STANDING before Gon, 
when making their moſt humble and importunate 
Interceſſions with him, Fer. xv. 1. When our 
SAVIOUR in his Parable repreſents o Men pray- 
in the Temple, sr AN DN is the Poſture in 
which he deſcribes them, Luke xviii. 10, 11. Yea, 
himſelf in expreſs Words has, if not actually in- 
joined, yet moſt fully declared his Approbation of 
this Geſture, Mark xi. 25. When ye STAND proy- 
ing, forgive. Finally, when the primitive Chriſti- 


0 ans, it is acknowledged on all Hands, every Lord's 


Day, and at all other Times betwixt Eaſter and 
Whitſuntide, univerſally prayed $TanDinNG, and 
NEVER #neeled at their public Devotions.  (Con- 
ſequently, by the Way, not at the Lord's-ſupper. J 
Die Dominico nefas ducimus, &c. ſays Tertullian 
On the Lok D's- DAV we account it A SIN io wor- 
„ ſhip KNEELING; which Cuſtom we alſo obſerve 
„from Eaſter jo Whitſuntide.”' —— With all this 

Evidence glaring full in your Face, Sir, you have 
the Aſſurance, ſhall I call it, or does it deſerve 


ſome other Name, very ſmartly to reprehend us 


for sTAN DING at our public Prayers; and to 
call it a Debaſement of our MWonſpip.— to affirm that 
Bnetling is a MORE humble and honourable Poſture— 
MUCH MORE expreſſive of our profound Reverence of 
Gon—4 great IMPROVEMENT of public Worſhip, 
and that i: adds a natural BxAuTY and SPLEN DOR 


i it—Surprizingly enthuſiaſtic! What Abrabam, 


and Moſes, and Samuel, and Nebemiah, and all the 
Prieſts, and Jewiſh People, DEBASE the divine 
Worſhip, when they sTooD before GoD, and made 
their ſolemn Addreſſes to him! Yea, what CnRisT 
himſelf too debaſe 1 it, by directing Men to STAND | 
praying! . 
„ 4 happened, Sir, to "AIR Hein a, the 
Council "of the Apoſtles, you could have 2 | 
em 


* De Coron. Milit. pag. 340. 


at full Libe 


ing or Kneeling, you will excuſe us if we are not ſo 
ſtruck with your additional Beauty as to give our- 
ſelves up blindfold to its Charms. 


(a) 
thaw to eſtabliſh Chriſtian Worfoip upon a greatly 
improved, 4 mare beautiful and perfect Plan; and 
have 1njoin'D this MoR E humble and honourable 
Poſture, this ADDITIONAL Splendor and Beauty to 
public Prayer, which it never came into their Minds 


to iN jo the Diſciples.— But as our Bibles at pre- 


ſent ſtand; and Gop and Jeſus Chriſt have left us 
rty to offer up our Prayers either Stand- 


But it ſeems we are inconſiſtent, in condemning 


3 ſome of your Ceremonies, when at the ſame Time 


we readily conform ourſelves to others : yea, have 
mam Ceremonies allow*d and practiſed amongſt our- 


- ſelves. © Such, you aver, we have, tho' we ſeem 
not to know it: Such as Uncovering our Head 


<< when we enter either your Churches, or our o. 
Meetings . But you are ſtill «© walking in the 


Dart,“ Sir, as you juſtly repreſent yourſelf, _ 
and encountring with Ghoſts.” The Diſſenters 
have no fuch Cuſtom of Uncovering their Heads when 


they-enter into their Meeting-Places, unleſs in Time 


of Worſhip 3 no Notion of paying Reverence to 
Timber and Walls; no Miniſters amongſt them who 
| have Senſe or Grace enough to conſecrate a Piece of 
Ground: And when they uſe this Ceremony at 
Entring your Churches, tis, I aſſure you, purely as 
a civil, not at all as a religious Ceremony; a Com- 
pbliment paid, not in the leaft to the Building, but 
entirely to our good Brethren, whom we would not 5 

needleſly offend. 
Heling at O- dination, the next Ceremony 0 

you mention, tho! generally uſed amongſt us, was 

never I believe impoſed. If the Perſon to be or- 

dained ſcrupled that Poſture, he would, without * 
: a ck bo nes to oo oo 
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As for © the ſecret Ceremonies which ax ſuſpe?, 


ee but will not poſitively affirm, to paſs at ftriking 

the Covenant betwixt us and our Paſtors,“ which 
you once and again mention, let your Suſpicions on 
that Head, Sir, give you no further Pain. I aſſure 
you I neither know, nor have ever heard of any 
{uch Covenanting now practiſed amongſt us: And am 


pe erſuaded, that of ali our Churches, not one in five 


undred obſerve any ſuch Thing. 


In Balance againſt your Surplice you put, mint | 
« you call, the Ceremony of our long ſweeping 
„ Cloak =.” But the leaſt Attention would" have 
| ſhewn the 7200 Caſes to be far from parallel. Our 
_ Miniſters are at full Liberty either to «ſe or diſuſe 
the one: Are yours /o as to the other ? Did you 
ever hear of any learned pious Paſtors amongſt us 
ſilenc'd, rejected, and cruelly impriſon'd for refu- 
ſing the ſweeping Cloat? But, have you never heard 


of your Hoopers, Sampſons, Humpherys, and an hun- 


J dred other Miniſters, Men of diſtinguiſn'd Learn 
ing and Uſefulneſs in your Church, who have been 
ſwept from their Stations in it; filenc'd, confined, 
and grievouſly harraſs'd, only for ſcrupling your 
Surplice and Cap? Have you never heard of many 
Churches forſaken, and ſhut up in London, and of 
numerous Congregations, both in City and Country, = 
_ deprived for a long while of Sacraments and public 
0 Worſhip, by the rigorous Impoſition of your Habits 
on their Minifters ? And if the moſt celebrated Di- 
vine was now to offer to officiate in any of your 
Churches, but refuſed to wear a Surplice, muſt he 
not, by your Canons, be ſet aſide and refuſed ? Had 
our Cloak been the Occaſion of a thouſandth Part of 
the Diſtractions and Confuſions in the Church, as 
Four Surplice has been, and ſwept ſo many worthy 
Perſons from their Miniſtry and Livings in it; we 
ſhould have had the Grace, I hope, ſoon to treat it 


as a Beſome of Deftruttion, and to have doom'd it to 
the Flames. _ 1 But | 


_ Lett. III. P · 42. a 
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But © the Giving the Chriſtian Name in Baptiſm 
c to the Perſon baptiſed, you very ſeriouſly urge 
as another ſolid Argument of Ceremonies amongſt 
cc us,” and aſk, Is it not an Addition to the Sa- 
„ crament? Is it not an [mpg/ition ?” You add, 


Now I fee you ſmile 7.” Excuſe me, Sir, I 


could not help it! your Argument is quite new, 
and really ſurpriſed me with its Solidity and Weight. 
Yes, Sir, I own it an Addition, an Impoſition, and 


a very ridiculous one too. And ſhould any Miniſter 
of ours pretend to add, or to impoſe, this Ceremony 
upon his People; and forbid them to call the Child 


by its Name till it was baptiſed ; you may be aſ- 
| lured he would ſoon meet with the Diſregard and 


Contempt his Impertinence deſerv'd. When you 
baptiſe adult Perſons, do you give their Names in 
that Ceremony? Or do you not only call them by 


Names before given? The ſame, I apprehend, is 
the Caſe as to Children amongſt us. 8 


As for the Ceremonies in Marriage; theſe, you 


juſtly obſerve, we conſider only as civil Ceremonies, 


and the Prieſt as a civil Officer, appointed by the 


Magiſtrate to officiate in this Affair. And what- 
ever decent Rites the Magiſtrate preſcribes in Matters 


of a civil Nature, we think it our Duty reverently 


to obſerve. But, the Magiſtrate preſcribe!' you 
with Aſtoniſhment reply. For Gop's Sake how 


does the Magiſtrate here preſcribe the Rites and 
_* Ceremonies of Marriage, more than the other. 
© Rites and Ceremonies of the Church *!** But 
could not a Gentlemen of your Diſcernment perceive 


a Difference here? Is the Form of Marriage any 


where inſtituted by our Sa viouk; or a Part of Chri- 
ſtian Worſhip ; as Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 
are? May we not therefore own the Power of the 
civil Magiſtrate to appoint Rites and Forms for the 
Celebration of the one, but not ſo as to the other ? 
By preſcribing Rites of Marriage, the Magiſtrate | 


E acts 


7 Lett. III p- 10. = Lett, III. p. 6. 
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acts in Character, and rules in his own Kingdom : but 
by authoritatively preſcribing Rites in Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper, we humbly apprehend, he ex- 
tends beyond the Sphere aſſign'd him by Gop, and 
attempts to rule in CaxtrsT's Kingdom : and that 
therefore here we are 70 obey Go, rather than Man. 
| You further aſk with ſurprize What civil Ce- 
© remonies in the Church of Gop ! in the midſt of 
the Adminiſtration of a divine Inſtitution : inter- 

« mix' d with paſtoral Exhortations, holy Prayers, 
« ſolemn Benedictions . But Why, Sir, ſo 
aſtoniſh'd ? Did you never take an OaTH in a civil 
Court of Judicature? And did not the Perſon who 
adminiſtred this sacRED Rite, give you a paſtoral 
Exbortation, accompanied with an holy Prayer, and 
a ſolemn Benediction, piouſly invoking on you Gop's 
Bleſſing and Help? And as to the PLacs, which 
you call the Church of Gon, where Marriage is ſo- 
lemnized ; you might have pleaſed to remember, 
that the Confecration of Timber, and the Sanity of 
Walls, is a Point too ſublime for Diſſenters Under- 
| ſtandings; and that in their Opinion all Places are 
| alike holy, and that no Building on Earth merits 
the high Honour of being called the Church of Goo. 
The ſame Reply we make as to the Ceremonies of 
1 our Compliance with which you alſo briſkly 
retort upon us. Is Burial of the Dead, Sir, a CHR1- 
_ 8TIAN Inſtitution? Any Part of the Religion or 
Worſhip of Chrift ? Is it not purely a political or 
civil Thing? Yes; and as ſuch only we view it: 
and conſider the Perfon who officiates, as one ap- 
Pointed to this Office, direfted, infir ues; and main. 
_ tained by the STATE. 
But as you are here ovfafſedly ce n our 
© great and popular Objektions, how came you, Sir, 
to ſlide over, in conſummate Silence, one of the : 
greateſt and moſt popular, to this Office of Burial? 1. 
which, Indeed, is not ours 2 but an 1 > 
| 0 
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of ſome of the 3 illuſtrious Members of your 


own Church. Were you conſcious the objefied 
_ Paſſages were incapable of Defence, and therefore 
prudently let them drop? 

There are but three Caſes, you know, Sir, in 
which your Church refuſes this ſolemn Office of Bu- 
rial, viz. to thoſe who die unbaptiſed, to Self-Mur- 
therers, and to thoſe who are under Sentence of the 


greater Excommunication. As for all other Perſons 


which are brought to the Church-yard, it very ſtrict- 
ly commands you, even under pain of Suſpenſion, by 
Canon 68, that you uſe over them the Form pre- 


ſcribed by the Common Prayer. Now, hence it comes 


to pals, that over ſome of the moſt abandon'd and 
 profligate of Mankind; over Men who have been 


cut down in a Courſe of open Impiety by a ſudden 
and untimely Death; or who even fell by the Hand 


of Fuſtice for ſome black and atrocious Crime ; over 
theſe, I ſay, your Church, and I fay it with Aﬀto- 
niſhment, directs and commands you moſt ſolemnly 


to declare, That almighty Gop of his GREAT MERCY 
bas taken to himſelf the Soul of this your dear Brother. 
Lou giveGop hearty Thanks that it hath pleaſed him to 


deliver him out of the Miſeries of this ſinful World: And 


you pray Gop, that when you yourſelves ſhall. depart 
out of this Life, You may REST IN CHRIST, as your 
Hop 7s this your Brother doth. This is what your 


Church commands you ſolemnly to ſay over EVER 
Perſon brought to be buried, the three Caſes above 


excepted. So that if the Man happen'd to be killed 

in the very Act of committing Murder, Adultery, or 

aRape: Or foreither of theſe Crimes dies upon the 

. Gallows an impenitent hardened Wretch, whom Ven- 

_ geance ſuffer d not to live; yet concerning him you 
are to declare, that Almighty Gop hath in EAT 
Mercy taken him to himſelf : Tho' he died a Vic- 
im to public Fuſtice, and was taken away in Wrath. 
You are to give Gop hearty Thanks, that he hath 
| taken this your BROTHER out of the Miſeries of this 
— ET" — "I" 
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Anful World : Tho you have the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſon to believe, that he is gone down to ir of 
greater Miſery below. And you are to profeſs be- 
fore Gop that you HOPE the Man RESTS IN CHRIST, 
and Pr ay that you yourſelves may reſt in Chriſt in 
the ſame manner as this your Brother doth : when 

you have all the Grounds in the World to think he 


died in his Sins, and is therefore not gone to be with 
 CarisT, where nothing that is defiled can ever be 


admitted. Strange! and extremely ſhocking! what 


can the People think, Sir! what muſt Tnfidels and 


Deiſts think ! when they hear you in the Morning 


denouncing from the Scriptures certain Death 
and Deſtruction from the Preſence of Gop, to all 


vicious and corrupt Perſons; and aſſuring them that 
without Holineſs no Man fhall ſee the Lord: But 


in the Evening from the Common Prayer, ſhall hear 
vou, the saAuE PERSON, declaring before Gor 
your Hops of the eternal Happineſs of one of the 
moſt debauch'd and profligate Men your Pariſh | 
affords ; and ſending him hence with all the lofty 


Expreſſions of Confidence and Hope, as you would 


2 Perſon of the moſt ſhining and exemplary, Life. 


Do you imagine, Sir, People do not think? Can 
you wonder DRISM prevails ? That the Prieſthood 
is ridiculed? And that your good Sermons are no 


more effectual to reform a corrupt World? To me 
this appears (and doubtleſs it does the ſame to thou- 
ſands of your own Church) a moſt indecent Pro- 
ſtitution of your ſacred Character and Office; a 


Trifling and Prevarication in Things of everlaſting 
Moment; and a fatal Snare to the Souls of Men: 


Who ſceing their debauch'd Neighbour diſmiſs'd 
to the other World with ſuch Confidence of his good 
Eſtate, ſuppreſs their juſt Fears, and ſay, I 18 
have Peace, tb I add Drunkenneſs to T, birh.. 


But there is a further very ſtrange and extraordi- 


ary Circumſtance attending this Matter, viz. That 
it makes your Church pertorm, not to ſay a Mi- 


N - Fark, 
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racle, but ſomething very like it, if not greater 


than that, for it damns and ſaves the ſame individual 
Perſons. Whom it damns when {/ving, it ſaves 
when dead. Arians and Socinians, you know, Sir, 


your Church declares WITHOUT DOUBT 70 periſh 
everlaſtingly. But let theſe very Men die, and your 
Church as ſolemnly declares that Gop hath in EA 
Mercy taken them to himſelf, and that it RopES 
they REST IN CHRIST. Can any Thing be more 


tranſcendant and marvellous than this! That the 


Man whom I pronounce wiTHouT DouBT fo be 


damned, 1 yet HOPE Zhat be 1 is JOE; i. e. I hope 


_ without Hope. 


But you would eſtabliſh, not only the Uſe, but 
the Church's divine Right, of MAKING Ceremonies 
from the Inſtance of the holy Kiſs v. The Kiſs of 


* Charity uſed in the Apoſtolic Church, you aſk, 
4 was it a Rite of divine Appointment, or was it 
ce not?” I anſwer you, that as I apprehend this 
Kiſs of Charity cannot properly be called à divine 


Inſtitution, nor be ſaid to be ordained by the Apoſtles. 
The greeting with a Kiſs, was an ancient eſtabliſned 
Uſage, not only amongſt the Fews, but the Gentile 
Nations alſo. This Ulage therefore, or Ceremony, 
was not ordained by the Apoſtles, but only by their 
Advice regulated and directed to a moral and re- 
ligious End. ?*Tis as if they had ſaid, Tis your 


_ Cuſtom when you meet, to ſalute each other with 


a Kiſs, ſee that it be a pure, a chaſte, or holy Kiſs, 
a Token of unteigned Charity, F riendſhip and 


Peace. 


But if this Ceremony of the boly Kiſs, was not 
e of divine Appointment (which probably, you 


* fay, is the Truth of the Cale) but a merely ec- 
_ « cleſiaſtical prudential Inſtitution, ordained by the 
* Apoſtles without any Precept from the Lord, or 


„ any particular Direction of the Holy Spirit.“ 
; Then, ry: I without the leaſt Heſitation ſay, it 


* Lett, IL Pg . 
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af it. which to be ſure is not too ſevere. You ac- 
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was not at all obligatory as 4 Law upon the Con- 
ſciences of Chriſtians ; they might, or they might 
not practiſe it, without ſinning againſt Gop. Even 
the Apoſtles had no Dominion over the Faith and 
Practice of Chriſtians, but what was given them by 
the ſpecial Preſence and Spirit of CnRIST, the only 
Lawgiver, Lord, and Sovereign of the Church. 
They were to teach only the Things which he 
| ſhould command them. Whatever they injoined 
under the Influence of that Sp1R1T, was to be con- 
ſidered and obeyed as the Injunction of CüRIsT. 
But if they iieined any Thing in the Church 
(which I can by no means admit) without the pe- 
culiar Influence and Direction of this Spirit, (i. e. 
as merely fallible unaſſiſted Men) in that Caſe their 
Injunctions had 10 Authority over Conſcience: 
Every Man's own Reaſon had Authority to examine 
and diſcuſs their Injunctions, and as they approved 
themſelves to his private Judgment, to obſerve 
them, or not. Should we grant then what you aſk 
| —4 That the Church in the preſent Age, has the. 


« ſame Authority and Power as the Church in the 
*© apoſtolic Age, conſidered as not being under 
« any immediate and extraordinary Guidance of 


„the Holy Ghoſt.” —What will you gain by it? 


This ſame Authority and Power, is you lee, Sir, A 
1 no Power nor Authority at all. | = 
I proceed next * to the Point of DiscipLINe, 
e the Want of which you ſay, is objected to your 
* Church; bit you will repreſent the real State of 


« it, and then ſhew that wwe really as much want it 


1 


We will attend your own Account 


| knowledge © that the Diſcipline of the Church is 


e of great Moment towards the Edification of its 


„ Members; and that the Fault is unpardonable 
hen Church Governors let it fall, through a 
* Nine Cariciancls and Negleti—That there is. a 
2 x one 

K Leu. III. pag. 12. 
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4 great Proſtration of Diſcipline in the Church of h 
6 . Bog lend.— Tha it is ruined amongſt you That 
e the Diſtempers of the Times are evidently too 
6 ſtrong for it—That thoſe who fit at the Helm, 
«© find it prudent not to bear up too much againſt 


* 
> 
a c 


* 


the Impetuoſity of the Storm, but to give Way 


QA & 


« Diſcipline of the Church has not been carried to 
“ any Degree of Perfection And now lies under 


« a general Relaxation. — That your People are 
== 15 


eq 


often indulg'd in all their unreaſonable Demands 


and diſorderly Ways, to prevent their putting in 


« Execution their Threats, that they will go to the 
Meeting And finally, That you have at leaſt, 


the Shadow and Form of Diſcipline, and truſt i in 


„ Gop that theſe dry Bones will one Day live .“ 


This, it muſt be owned, is very ingenuouſly and 


frankly ſpoken. And can you blame then the Di/- 
ſenters, Sir, for joining themſelves to Cburcbes, 
where that godly Diſcipline is obſerved, which you 


confeſs to be of ſo great Moment to the Edification 


of Chriſtian People; and which your Church is con- 
tinually wisnING, but never attempts 40 have re- 
ſtored. But here you retort, and intimate as great a 


Want of Diſcipline amongſt us. What are there 
4 no ſcandalous Sinners, you aſk e no Fornicators, 


< Adulterers, Extortioners, &c. received into your 
Churches! I muſt beg your Pardon if I demur 


e upon this. For I could never perceive the Doors 
of the Meeting were ever ſhut againſt any. And 


e if ſuch profligate Perſons be not admitted to fit 
« at the Lord's Table, they need not fear _ 5 
8 mitted to all other Parts of your Worſhip. 


And is not this, Sir, exactly right ? Ouglit not 


our Church-doors to be always kept open, that who- 


ever will may come, and be Witneſs to our Way of 


; "RO. Such Profi gate Perſons therefore may 


come, 
4 Lett. II. Pag 12, 1 14, 17 22, W.- * Lett. III. 


Page 23. 
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come, if they pleaſe, and hear their Sins reproved, 


and be exhorted to Repentance and Amendment of 


Life. They are then, where they ought to be, 
under the preaching of the Word; the Means ap- 
pointed by Gop, to- convince and reclaim the pro- 


fligate and corrupt. Were not the Doors of the 
Church at Corinth kept open in the Apaſtle's Days, 


for Infidels to come in, and be preſent at their Wor- 


ſhip. Vid. 1 Cor. xiv. 23. But tothe Table of the 


Lorp, to partake of the Children's Bread, you 


ſeem convinced that in our Churches, ſuch profli- 


ate Perſons are not ſuffered to come. And is not 
this the true Order and Diſcipline of the Chriſtian | 
Church? But—Is it the ſame, Sir, in your Church? 
Are not ſome of the moſt profane and abandoned 


of Men, Rakes, Debauchees, Blaſphemers of Gop, 
and Scoffers at all Religion, often ſeen upon their 
| Knees around your Communion Table, eating the 
Children's Bread, and partaking of the holy Elements 


to qualify for - a Poſt? Dare your Miniſters refuſe 


them! No, they dare not refuſe the moſt impious 
Blaſphemer the three Kingdoms afford, when he 
comes to demand it as a Quatiicatin: for an Office 5 


in the Army or Fleet. . 
And if in any ether Caſe, the Prieſt denies. the 
Sacrament to the moſt infamous Sinner dwelling in 


his Pariſn, if the Man, upon an Appeal to the eccle- 
Haſtical Court, can ſecure the Favour of the Lay- 


Chancellor, he may ſecurely defy both the Miniſter 


and the Biſhop to keep him from the Lord's Table. 
The Chancellor's Determination ſhall ſtand in Law, 
though contrary to the Biſhop's 3 and the Miniſter | 
be liable to a SHpenſion, for refuſing Compliance; 
and if he is contumacious, and will not give the 


Man the Sacrament, even to Excommunication itſelf. 
How, Sir, do you Teconcile this with your affirm- 


ing, That your Pariſh Prieſt has as much Power 


as any Preſbyterian or congregational Miniſter to 
66 : repel. N42 and enden Sinners from the 
- bY Lord's 


(33) 


* Lord's Table '?” Or how with your * Repre- 


6 ſenting the Lay-Chancellor as a Perſon only af* 
& ſumed by the Biſhop, not to do any Act ther is 


6 purely ſpiritual, but only to be his Aſiſtant in his 
b eccleſiaſtical and judicial Proceedings * ?” 


Is not the Chancellor ſupreme and uncontrouled in 


his Court, not liable to be reſtrained or directed by 


the Biſhop in his judicial Proceedings? Does he not 
finally and abſolutely determine on Cafes of Excom- 


munication, ſovereignly direct who ſhall be received 
to, and who caft out from Chriſtian Fellowſhip and 


Worſhip at the T able of the LORD? And is not 
this an Act as purely ſpiritual, as important and mo- 
mentous, as any done in the Church? Muſt not 


his Sentence take Place without Controul, and is the 
Minifter in publiſhing it any other than his Servant, 


: appointed by Law to put it in Execution? 
Will you pleaſe to hear, Sir, the Sentiments of 


a great Prelate of your own Church, upon the 


Point in Debate.“ If there be any Thing in 


the Office of a Biſhop to be challenged peculiar 
© to themſelves, certainly it ſhould be this (ſpeak- 
* ing of Excommunication) yet this is in a Manner 5 


quite relinquiſhed to their Chancellors ; Laymen, 
<« who have no more Capacity to ſentence. or ab- 


„ ſolve a Sinner, than to diſſolve the Heavens or 
te the Earth. And this pretended Power of the 


* Chancellor, is ſometimes purchaſed with a Sum 


“ of Money. Their Money periſh with them! Good 
„ Gop! what a horrid Abuſe is this of the diving 
“Authority? But this notorious Tranſgreſſion is 


« excuſed, as they think, by this, that a Miniſter 


“called the Biſhop's Surrogate, but is indeed tlie 


Chancellor s Servant, choſen, called, and placed 


e there by him, to be his Crier in the Court, no 


better; that when he hath examined, heard, 


E and omen the Cauſe, then the Miniſter, for- 
F “ ſooth, 


| Lett, III. pag. 33. 1 id. pag. 38. & Dr,” 


Cd rifts, — of Hergfird, Naked Truth, &c. Pag. * 
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* ſooth, pronounces the Sentence. Juſt as if the 
„ Rector of a Pariſh Church ſhould exclude any 
« of his Congregation, and lock him out of the 

« Church, then comes the Clerk, ſhews and 


&« jingles the Keys, that all may take Notice that 


& he is excluded. And by this his Authority, the 

& Chancellor takes upon him to ſentence not only 

& Laymen, but Clergymen alſo brought into his 

Court for any Delinquency. And in the Court of 

& Arches, they ſentence even Biſhops themſelves. “ 
„I remember when the Biſhop of Wells, hear- 

C ing of a Cauſe corruptly managed, and coming 

© into Court to rectify it, the Chancellor Dr. Duck, 


« fairly and mannerly bid him be gone, for he had 
© no Power there to act any Thing; and there- 
“ withal pulled out his Patent; ſealed by this Bi- 


* ſhop's Predeceſſor, which frighted the poor 


_«« Biſhop out of the Court.'”——Behold! this is 
the Perſon, Sir, whom you have the Courage to re- 


_ preſent as only aſſumed by the Biſhop, not to do any 


Al that is purely $p1R1TUAL, but ONLY to be his 


ASSISTANT in bis judicial Proceedings. 


hut as we are now upon the Head of Diſcipline, 
and the Law called the TEST is a Battery which has 
beat down all its Fences around your Church, and 
you are a zealous Advocate for that Law, you will 
permit me here, Sir, to enlarge a little upon that 
Point And to aſk—How you can bear to ſee the 
terrible Deſolation it has made of your :godly Dif- 
cipline, without Reſentment and Grief ? Can you be 
jealous, Sir, for the Proſperity and Honour of 
your Church, and yet patiently view it lying in this 


polluted and common State? Its Incloſures broken 
up, and a Way opened by Law for the moſt fla- 


- gitious of Men, for Atheiſts, profeſſed Deifts, and 
the moſt open and avorved Sinners, to lie ſecurely in 
its Boſom, to ſuck at its Breaſts, to be numbered 
and cheriſhed amongſt its holieſt and moſt beloved 
Children, and to be acknowledged before the 


World 


a —— Tx a. 


( 


World as honeſt and good Chiftan, by being 


ſuffered to come boldly to the Table of the Lokp. 
But why do I ſay ſuffered? Does not your 
Church by the Force of this Law, even compel them 


to come in? Many of the unhappy Perſons, con- 


ſcious of their a»fizneſs, would gladly draw back, 
Knowing themſelves perhaps, either to diſbelieve the 
Truth, or elſe to live in open Violation of the Laws 
of Chriſtzanity, they are loth to add to their other 


Crimes this Prevarication with Almighty Gon, and 


Affront to Jesus CHRIST, and thereby to run a 


dreadful Riſque of eating and drinking Judgment to 

_ themſelves. But, their All lies at Stake: They muſt 
qualify, or be given up to Beggary and Want. 
Away therefore with Scruples! They ruſh to the 
Lord's Table, and partake of the ſacred Elements 


with Conſciences and Characters all covered with 
Guilt. © 5H 2 85 


Tou will ſay, perhaps, it is their own Fault, 


they might have refuſed to come. They might, 
indeed, if they would have loſt their Poſts, their 
Subſiſtence, their Bread.—But can the Church rea- 


ſonably expect ſuch Sacrifices as theſe, from Men 
of corrupt Minds? Is foe then in 10 Fault, in lay- 
ing Men under ſuch ſtrong, almoſt invincible Temp- 


_ rations, to this odious Hypocriſy and Profanation 
of holy Things? Is ſhe not highly culpable, for 


opening her Boſom to receive Men of impure Cha- 
raters to all the ſacred Privileges, Liberties, and 
— Honours, which belong only to /incere Chriſtians ? 
Tea, for owning before the World as worthy and 


good Chriſtians, Perſons whom the World ſees, and 


whom the Church herſelf cannot but fee to blaſ- = 
pheme the Name of CHRIST, and to live in avowed 


Contempt of his Authority and Laws? 


And what Relief, Sir, has the unhappy Miniſter, | 
of whom as Steward in Gop's Houſe, it is required 
[bat he be found FAITHFUL, and who is to anſwer 
for his Conduct to his great MasrER hereafter? 
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What Relief, J aſk, has he, when the moſt veteran 
Debauc hee, ſhall come and demand from him theſe 


TTT 
* _— 4 2 < N — — ” 


"OTE nfs of” CY Rr 7 C 7 0 — — 
* WIS Y , 4. — 2 N ** 
x - 


SE IE EC do 


CCW 
N 
1 i 


(36) 


Pledges of Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and of Gop's pa- 
ah. Love ? Truly, none at all : He muſt receive 


him as a Child of Gop, and a dearly beloved Bro- 


ther to the Table of ChRIST, or have an Action 
commenced againſt him, and be condemned per- 


haps 1 in Damages more than he is worth. 


As much therefore. as you are concerned for the 


Honour of the Church, and for the Intereſt, Repu- 
tation, and Comfort of its Clergy, ſo much you 
- ought to wiſh and zealouſly promote the Repeal of 
' this Law. A Law, which whatever was its origi- 
nal Intention, hath in its Application let in like a 


Floodgate upon your Church, the Dregs of the ; 4a 
man Race. A Law, which though at firſt deſigned 


only the more effectually to prevent all Danger to 
the Conſtitution from Papiſts, hath by an unnatural 
Perverſion of it, actually broken down all Diſtinc- 


tions eſtabliſhed by divine Authority, betwixt Sacred 


and Profane : Has thruſt Infidels and Profligates 


into the moſt holy Places of your Temple, and 


; brings Deiſts and Debauchees to eat at the Lord's 


Table amongſt the Children of his Houſe. [et 


me aſk. you, Sir, in the Name of ChRisr, our 


common Maſter and Judge, doth not this Law, as 
now enforced, occaſion the moſt notorious Proſtitu- 
tion of an holy Sacrament of his Religion? Is not 


its avowed and open Tendency and Uſe, to pervert 


an Inſtitution of our Saviour to Ends, not only 
quite different, but even oppoſite to thoſe for which 


Hr appointed it? Is it not making THAT a politi- 
cal Inftrument to divide Chriſtians, which CHRIST 
_ inſtituted as a religious Inſtrument to coaleſce and 
unite them? Muſt it not be highly odious and of- 


fenſive to Almighty God, to ſee an holy Sacrament, 
which his Wiſdom hath ordained for ſpiritual only 
and religious Purpoſes, thus proſtituted, perverted, 
made an n Engine and Tool of Hate, employed to 

ſtrengthen 


(37) 


ſtrengthen and perpetuate Differences amongſt good 


Chriſtians z and thereby debaſed, not to worldly 7 


only and ſecular, but to much warſe than worldly, 


Ends? 


As to myſelf, Sir, I aſſure you, tho? J think bis 
Law to be a moſt unrighteous Reſtraint upon us, 
and an undoubted Violation of our natural Rights; 
yet I am far from being perſuaded that its Repeal 
would be of the leaſt Service to our Intereſt as Di/- 
ſenters. I doubt, and have often thought, that 
there is too much Truth in what you ſay— < That 
“ high Truſts, public Offices, and Court-Employments, 
©. would be extremely apt to corrupt us, and io make 
practical Religion more viſibly decay, and that it 

would really rather injure than ſtrengthen our In- 
tereſt. I have never therefore, as a Diſſenter, been 
at all ſolicitious for the Repeal. No, Sir, fo far 
from this, that could I allow myſelf to hate and 


wiſh ill to the Church, I would moſt heartily wiſh ' 
it pertinaciouſly to hold faſt this ſhametu] Corrup- 
tion. I would wiſh it, by no means, to give up 


this open Profanation of the Authority and Name 


of Chriſt; this Proſtitution. and Perverſion of an 


holy Sacrament of his Religion ; this Deſtruction 
of all Diſcipline ; this open Door tor the Reception 


of the moſt Abominahle and Profane to its moſt 


Holy Myſteries and Rites: This, if I wiſh'd it ill, 


1 2 earneſtly wiſh your Church flexibly to i 
continue: not doubting but, if long continued, 
it will ſurely at length bring down upon it the 


heavy Anger of Almighty Gop; the juſt Reſentment 


and Jealouſy of a deſpiſed and inſulted SAVIOUR 3 
and the deep Scorn and enn, of all wiſe and . 


thinking Men. 


Whilſt this Law continues, Sir, in its pr reſent : 
Application, yourſelf cannot but ſce, that your Diſ- 


cipline mult neceſſarily lie ſcandalouſly proſtrate, 
ruin'd, relax d. *Tis impoſſible you can maintain, 


hardly the Shadow and Form, much leſs the — 
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of primitive eccleſiaſtic Government. Your holy 
Things muſt lie common, vilely trodden under Foot. 
Of all Perſons in the Land therefore, the Clergy 
ſhould be the fr/, to labour with all their Might 
the Repeal of this unhappy Law. A Law, which 
cannot but be ſuppoſed terribly to bear hard upon, 
and wound the Conſciences of many of them: and 
which ſubjects them to ſo ſervile a Proſtitution of 
their Character, as cannot but load it with great In- 
famy and Reproach. 

You tell me i, „ That you will engage, / f mple 
© as you fit here, that this Law ſhall be repeal'd ; 
and our Incapacities removed, when we will lay 


* down our Enmity to the Charch, that is in ſhort 


<* to one half Part of the Conſtitution. For 
Church and State here in England are fo incor- 
« porated and united, that they have, like the 
© married Pair, the ſame Friends and Enemies : 
and ſtand or fall together. I cannot pretend 
to ſay, Sir, how ſimple you ſat there, when you gave 
us this Aſſurance, but I would to Gop you were 
able to ſtand up, and make it good. For, 
1. Are you ſure that the Church is really any 
eſſential Part at all, much leſs the Half Part of the 
Britiſh ConsTITUTION : Or, that Church and State 
are fo married and interwoven, that they muſt ſtand 
or fall together ?— Many, Sir, beſides Diſſenters 
will think, that this is a very partial and wrong Re- 
| preſentation of our moſt excellent Frame of Go- 
vernment. Let any one in his Imagination annibilate 
the Form of our preſent Church. Let him ſuppoſe 
its Liturgy, Clergy, Articles, Canons, with all its Cere- 


monies and Rites, entirely vani/'d from the Land: 


its immenſe Revenues applied in Eaſe of our heavy 
Taxes, and for the Payment of the public Debts; 


and Preachers paid only by voluntary Contributions, 


as they are amongſt ys. Would the STaTE hereby 
ſuſtain lo _ a Loſs, that it could not thence- 
ln 
+. Lea J. ry 11. 
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forward poſſibly fabſſt? What! would the Brizih 


Monarchy be overthrown—Our Courts of Judica- 

ture be ſhut up—the Courſe of Law be ſtopp'd — 
Parliaments no more meet—Commerce and Trade 
ſtagnate — becauſe what you call the Church is no 
more? Romantic and abſurd ! No: The Frame of 


our happy Government, both civil and military, 


might remain the very ſame: And you will give 
me leave to obſerve. on the preſent Occaſion, that 
in one Part of this Kingdom, thoſe who profeſs 


themſelves to be of your Church, as to its external 


Polity and Ceremonies, are almoſt to a Man inve- 


terate avowed Enemies of our happy civil Conſti- 

tution, and have riſen in an impious Rebellion 
againſt his preſent Majeſty, and joined with Spa- 
niards, French, Italians, and home-bred Papiſts, in 


their wicked Attempts to ſubvert the Proteſtant 
Religion and Liberties ns 


21. This Deſtruction of the Church of England, is 


what we by no Means wiſh. May Gop in mercy 


prevent it, by cauſing her to ſee, in this her Day, 
 #be Things belonging to her Peace — We bear it no 
Enmity ; Gop is our Witneſs. We wiſh it from 


our Souls Glory, Proſperity, Purity, Peace : The 


Glory of being form'd according to the perfect Plan 
of the primitive apoſtolic Church: purg*d of thoſe 
Things, which yourſelves ' know to be no Parts of 
the Religion of CyrIsT | We wiſh to ſee it eftabliſÞ'd 
Upon the catholic and broad Bottom, upon which 
alone it can ſtand rm; even the ſcriptural Founda- 
tion of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſns Chriſt him- 
ſelf being its only Lawgiver and King: And not 


upon the narrow Baſis on which it now reſts, the 


Articles and Canons, the Inſtitutions and ſnventions 
ol fallible and weak Men; on which it can never be 
ſtrongly and firmly fixt; which are all, in the Apo- 
ſtle's Language, Wood, Hay, Stubble; whoſe End 
is to be burnt! We wiſh, Sir, that as it opens its 


Boſom, and admits the vileſt Debauchees without 


demurring 
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demurring at their open Violation of Gop' Coms 


mands; ſo it would charitably extend its Arms to 


take us into its Communion, without inſiſting upon 


our Obedience to the Injunctions and Commands of 


Men ! Finally: we wiſh, that what Gop, in his 
Wiſdom, hath been pleaſed to leave indifferent; 


your Church alſo, in her Wiſdom, would be pleaſed 
to leave the ſame : That you would not attempt to 


mend the Inſtitutions of Jesus CHRISTH: But would 


receive us into your Church upon the ſame Terms 


and Qualifications as CHRISTH and his Apoſtles would 
have received vs into theirs ; and as Gop will re- 


ceive us into Heaven at laſt! — This, Sir, I aſſure 
you, is all the Harm we wiſh the Church: Judge 


then yourſelf, whether we bear it any Enmity ; and 


whether you are not now bound to take from us 
the Incapacities, which you engaged, /imple as you 


fat there, ſhould on this Condition be removed. 


And you will give me Leave, Sir, to think, and 


to hope, that there are Numbers of your worthy 
_ Clergy of the ſame Mind; that it would not at all 
leſſen either the Glory, Stability, or Proſperity of 
your Church, if its Bounds were thus enlarg d, to 
admit the moderate Diſſenters, who ſincerely deſire 
ſo happy a Coalition. Its Enemies ſeem to multi- 
ply, and dark Clouds to riſe around it. Popery is 
making dangerous and mighty Inroads on the one 
hand; and Deiſm on the other. There may come 
a Time, as there formerly has been, when the 
Frame of your Church being terribly threatened, 
we may again be conſider'd as no deſpicable Auxilia- 
ries. But If we cannot be ſo happy, as not to be 
caſt out and rejected by our Brethren ; our Conſola- 
tion is this, that Gop judgeth in the Earth, and 
that he will ſurely, at the proper Seaſon, vindicate 
and plead the Cauſe of the Injured and Oppreſs'd. 


But to return to the Point of Diſcipline. To the 


_ acknowledg*d Irregularity of Lay-Chancellors in 


your Church, you would fain * put in Balance the 


7" Lay- 


SR INE (41) 5 
tt Lay-Preaching, Lay-Praying, and Lay-Ordina- 
& tion allow'd in our Churches *,* To which 1 
reply, that in the Generality of our Churches there is 
no ſuch Thing either allow d, or ever done. Beſides, 
if there were: Did not your own Church ſet us the 
Pattern? In the Rubrick before the general Con- 
feſſion at the Communion, did it not direct ?—Thex 
ſhall this general Confeſſion be made, in the Name of 
all thoſe that are to receive, either by ONE OF THEM, 
or elſe by ox E or THE MINISTERS. How it came 
to be omitted in the late Editions of the Common 
Prayer; whether it is done according to Law, 
and by Authority of Parliament; you, Sir, per- 
õ§ôöʃ—aũ.¹u ⁰⁰ JO EI ACTOR 
As to © Laymen being an eſſential Part of all 
* our Conſiſtories and Synods ; ſitting in them, 
„ and having an equal Vote with Paſtors in all Bu- 
„ ſineſs — jointly with them ſuſpending from the 
„ Lord's Table, Se.“ This, Sir, is no other 
than the ſcriptural apoſtolic Plan. The aggriev'd 
Perſon is by our Lord, you know, Mat. xvii. 17. 
directed to lay his Complaint before THE CHURCH, 
i. e. the Congregation of the Faithful: and if the 
Offender neglected to hear THE CHURCH (the Con- 
gregation) admoniſhing and reproving him, he was 
then to be conſider'd as an beatben Man and a Pub- 
lican. So the corrupt Member, at Corinth, was to 
be ſolemnly excommunicated. How ? Not by any 
particular Perſon, Chancellor or Biſhop ; but it was 
to be the Act of the whole Church. To the whole 
Body or Congregation of Believers in that City, 
St. Paul gives Directions, That when they were come 
together, they ſhould deliver ſuch an one to Satan.— 
And, that they ſhould: put away from amongſt them- 
ſelves that wicked Perſon, 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, 13. Which 
Excommunication he afterwards calls a Puniſhment 
inflifted by the Many, 2 Cor. ii. 6. So in that 
weighty and momentous Queſtion — How far the 
„ Ny SS. 1 IN Gentiles 
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Gentiles were to ſubmit to the Law of Moſes ? The 

Elders and Brethren are join'd with the Apoſtles in 

the Deciſion and Decree, As xv. 23. The Laity 

therefore have a Right to be conſulted, and to judge, 
in theſe important Church Matters, together with 
the Clergy z as they do, by their Repreſentatives, 
in what . call our Conſiſtories. But with you, 

Sir, a Angle Layman (this is the Abſurdity which 

you ſeem willing to loſe ſight of) I repeat it, a 

ſingle Layman, not only in Diſtinction from, but in 

actual Oppoſition to, he Biſhop, and all the Church, 

both Clergy and Laity, has Authority to judge and 
determine theſe important Matters; and excom- 
municates, or abſolves; ſhuts out, or lets in, ac- 
cording to his ſole Pleaſure. 

And here, Sir, let me a ſtop a Moment, and re- 
view the Point in Debate betwixt our good Dr. Watts 
and yourſelf. As for the Lives of the Diſſenters, 
tho* Gop knows we have nothing whereof to boaſt, 

but a great Deal that calls for Shame and Humilia- 
| tion on this Head; yet whether we are quite /o 

deep immers'd in the Deluge of Profaneneſs, Immo- 
rality, and Vice, which ſpreads over the Land. 
Whether the Bla/phemies and Oaths, the Debauchery, 
Riot, and guilty Exceſſes, which too generally pre- 
vail, be in Proportion to our Number, found as 
rife amongſt us, as amongſt the Members of the 
 eftabliſh'd Church —— muſt be left, and we freely 

b "Mawes it, to the impartial World to judge betwixt us. 

And as to ſpecial OBLicaTions and ADvan- 

 TAGES for holy Living, which you conteſt ſtrenu- 

ouſly with the Doctor to lie on your Side; what 
hath been above obſerved on your ſeveral Offices 
for Confirmation, Abſolution of the Sick, and Burial 
of the Dead, ſhews them, 1 humbly think, to 
have really an ill Aſpect upon the Morals of your 

People; a dangerous and apparent . Tendency to 
cheriſh in them falſe Hopes, and to give them wrong 
Nane of the Terms of Acceptance, and of En- 

= trance 


WWW 
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(43) 
trance into Heaven. And of the deplorable State 


in which your Diſcipline lies (which you acknow- 
| ledge to be of great Moment to the Edification of 


the Church) no Enemy need to wiſh a ſadder Ac- 
count than yourſelf have given of it. Upon the 


whole therefore, Sir, I cannot think, the worthy 


Doctor to deſerve Cenſure, for attempting to rouze 


Diſſenters from the languiſhing State of Religion 
amongſt them, by putting them in mind of the 
ſuperior Advantages they enjoy*d, and of the pecu- 
har Obligations under which they maniteſtly lay to 
greater Holineſs of Life. 


= Lett, III. P. 60, 61. 


Tou ſeem not a little diſpleaſed “ at its having 
been urged as a Reaſon for our Diſſent, * That 
«© your Church has ſhewn a perſecuting Spirit,“ 
and with ſome Emotion aſk - Did the Church 
 & perſecute at any Time its own Members? Were 
you or your Fathers ever perſecuted while they 
continued in the Church? And were they driven 
5 out of it by thoſe Perſecutions ??? I confeſs, Sir, 
vou quite ſurprize me by ſuch Queſtions as theſe. 
What! are you only a Stranger in Britain; and 
have never heard of the bitter Sufferings of our 
worthy Fathers he PuriTans? With what Si- 
lencings, Deprivations, Fines, Impriſonments, and 
lingering and ctuel Deaths, for more than an Hun- 
dred Years, they were terribly harraſs'd and op- 
preſs'd by your Church? Have you never read, 
with a Bleeding Heart, the unrelenting Rigors of 
your Archbiſhops Parker, Bancroft, Whitegift, Laud, 
 — under the firſt of whom above an hundred ; un- 
der the ſecond, above three hundred pious and learned 
Men, not only Members but Miniſters of your 
Church, were ſilenc'd, ſuſpended, admoniſh'd, de- 
paves, many of them loaded with grievous: and 
heavy Fines, and ſhut up in filthy Jails, where they 
expired ſlowly thro? Penury and Want? And What 
were the Crimes which drew this dreadfulStorm of epi- 
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(4) 
copal Vengeance on them? Nothing but their Scru- 
ples about the Surplice and the Cap, about Bowing 
at the Name of Jeſus, about Chriſt's Deſcent into 
Hell, and ſuch like momentous Points. 
Have you never read, Sir, what Deſolations Laud 
brought upon our Fathers, whilſt yet in your Church? 
How many Hundreds of them were ſequeſtred, driven 
from their Livings, excommunicated, perſecuted in 
the High-Commiſſion Court, and forced to leave 
the Kingdom for not punctually conforming to all the 
Ceremonies and Rites ; and not daring to tell their 
People, that they might lawfully profane the Sabbath 
by Gambols and Sports ; and to publiſh from their 
Pulpits the Permiſſion of the King to break the Command 
of Goy—And yet you aſx “ Were your Fathers ever 
«© perſecuted while they continued in the Church 2” 
Pray! what was it peopled the ſavage Deſarts of 
North America? Was it not the Thouſands of perſe- 
cuted and oppreſs'd Families, who fled from yran- 
niſing Bisnops ? Who not being ſuffer'd to worſhip | 
quietly in their native Country, as their Conſciences 
directed, ſought a peaceful Retreat from the Rage of 
their Fellow-Chriſtians amongſt more hoſpitable In- 
dians.— To omit a thouſand Acts of Cruelty, which 
thro? ſeveral ſucceſſive Reigns our Fathers ſuffer'd 
not only from, but when actually in, the Charch.— - 
Did ſhe not at laſt, in a moſt arbitrary and unrigh- 
teous Manner caſt out at once above two thouſand 
of them, excellent and pious Miniſters, and aban- 
don them, and their ſtarving Families, to great 
Poverty and Diſtreſs? To heighten that Diſtreſs, 
did not your Church, by another AcT, baniſh them 
Nove Miles from any City, Burrough, or Church in 
which they had before ſerved: and thereby put 
them at a proper Diſtance from their Acquaintance 
and Friends, who might miniſter to their Relief? 
Did ſhe not by another Acr forbid their meeting to 
, - #vorſhip Gop, any where but in your own gets 
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(45) 
under the Penalties of heavy Fines, Impriſonments, 
and Baniſhment to foreign Lands ? 
In Conſequence of theſe cruel AcTs, were not 


vaſt Numbers of pious Clergymen, our Forefathers 
(once the Glory of your Church) with Multitudes of 


their People, laid in Priſons amongſt Thieves and 
common Malefactors, where they ſuffered the 
greateſt Hardſhips, Indignities, Oppreſſions ; their 
Houſes were rudely rifled, their Goods made à 


Prey to hungry Informers, and their Families given 


up to Beggary and Want. An Eſtimate was 


_ «+ publiſhed of near eight Thouſand Proteſtant Diſ- 


* ſenters, who had periſhed 1 in Priſon in the Reign 
* only of Charles II. By ſevere Penalties inflicted 
& on them, for aſſembling to worſhip Gop, they 


„ ſuffered in their Trade and Eſtates in the Com- 
* paſs of a few Years, at leaſt two Millions; and 


& a Liſt of fxty Thouſand Perſons was taken, who 


„ had ſuffered on a religious Account, betwixt the 
 & Reſtoration and the Revolution *.*—Behold, the 
Groans and the Blood of Myriads of oppreſſed | 
Puritans, which cry beneath the Altar, ow long, G 


Lord! But you are deaf to all their Groans—And 


with Inſenſibility enough aſk—IPere your Fathers 


ever perſecuted 2— 


But the Preſbyterian and Independant Churches 

„ have each in their Day of Power, diſcovered as 
„ much, and indeed more of that Spirit .““ Too 
much of that Jad Spirit *tis acknowledged, they 


have each ſhewn. But ſurely there is zo Compari- 
ſon betwixt the Cruelties and Oppreſſions of your 


Church, and of their's. Your tle Finger, bas 


been en than their Loins. 


But whatever the Church may have been here- 
ce tofore, you affirm, it is not now of a perſecuting 
> Rm eo And that there is not the leaft Appear- 


Fance of its N 3 and oppreſſed any 
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(46) 


© on Account of Religion, for more now than half 


« a Century v. You had forgot, Sir, the famous 
Schiſm, and occaſional Conformity AcTs, which long 
ſince that Date much diſquieted and oppreſſed us. 


The Teſt and the Corporation Acts had alſo ſlipped 


your Memory, which at this Time deprive us of 
valuable and important Privileges, to which as 


_ faithful Subjects, and Members of the Common- 


wealth, we think we have a natural undoubted Right. 
The preſent Governors of your Church indeed, 


(Thanks be to Heaven for it) are too wiſe and too 


righteous, to permit Perſecution to rage againſt us. 
But to their Clemency and Juſtice, Sir, not to the 
kind and benevolent Spirit and Conſtitution of your 


Church, I humbly apprehend we owe it, that we 


are not at this Time ſeverely perſecuted and op- 


1 If the Acr of Uniformity, which to be 


ure you will call a grand Pillar of your Church, is 


not a very unrighteous and perſecuting Ad, yet 
ſeveral of your Canons breathe, you know, Sir, a 
very curſing and perſecuting Spirit. By the for- 
mer, Whoever ſhall declare or ſpeak any Thing 


in the Derogation or Depraving of the Book of 


* Common Prayer, or any Thing therein contained, 
or any Part thereof, he ſhall for the fr/# Offence 
“ ſuffer Impriſoument for one whole Year, without 
* Bail or Mainprize and for the ſecond Offence, 
e be impriſoned purING Lies.” Here I affirm 
nothing, but appeal to the whole World; I ap- 
2 Sir, to your own Conſcience, whether this 
be or 


be not an unjuſt and a perſecuting Ac? By 


the latter, the Canons, If any Man ſhall affirm 

any of the Things contained in the Book of Ar- 
* fticles, Common Prayer, or of Ordination? (in 
which yet there are many Things acknowledged by 


your own moſt learned Divines, and I doubt not, 


by yourſelf to need Alteration ; your IV, V, VI, 
VII, and VIIIth Canons, thunder out upon him a 


* terrible 


A 


: a 44 at | 
« Secondly, That there is no Need of yy. Sentence to be pro- 


(47) 
terrible Excommunication, ipſo facto , by which he 
js to be cut off as a cankered and rotten Member, 


and not to be reſtored, till he hath repented and 


publickly revoked his wicked Errors. Doth not 
this ſavour, Sir, of an antichriſtian and perſecut- 
——_ B 
But you ſeem not, with Submiſſion, to have 


yourſelf, a juſt Horror of the dreadful Sin of Per- 


ſecution, and to be a little too deeply tinged with 


© This fanatical Spirit: For you call aloud for “ the 


« Church's Sword to fall upon Hereticks, as well as 
ec upon immoral Perſons: And put me in Mind, 


<< that by that ancient Diſcipline** (which you 27/5 


to ſee reſtored) © open Schiſmaticks were treated al- 


„ moſt as roughly as any Sort of Offenders what- 


% ſoever *.” By Hereticks, no doubt you mean, 


thoſe whom vou take to be ſuch: And by open 
Schiſmaticks, thoſe who are withdrawn from your 
Church: Theſe you wiſh to ſee roughly handled, and 
to have the Church's Sword drawn upon them. But, 
Go Almighty be praiſed! We live under ſo juſt a 
Government, as is not, we hope, like to gratify 


this cruel Wiſh. 
Do you not r 


by 


2 Concerning an E xcommunication ith facto, our late learned 
Primate, Dr. Wake, has obſerved. © Firſt, That there is no 


% Need in this Caſe, of any Admonition, as where the judge is 
* to pive Sentence; but every one is to take Notice of the Law, 
his Peril, and to ſee that he be not overtaken by it. And, 


4 nounced, which the Canon itſelf has paſſed; and which is by 


«© that Means already promulged upon every one, as ſoon as he 
2 0 Fit. e Caſes, a Man 
e may do Things worthy of Cenſure, and yet behave himſelf fo 
„ yarily in them as to eſcape the Puniſhment of the Church, 

„ for Want of legal Ewidence to convift him, But Excommuni- 

4 catio Canonis ligat etiam occulta Delica. Where the Canon 


% comes within the Obligation 0 


gives Sentence, there is x0. eſcaping ; but the Conſcience of 


* every Man becomes obliged by it, as ſoon. as ever he is ſenſible, 


* that he has done that which was forbidden, under the Pain of 


* ſuch — 4 775 in Behalf of the Kings 
ett, 


Supremacy, p. 22, Le II. p. 12, 21. 


„ 


% 


emember, Sir, that the 5ſt Re- 
formers were counted Hereticks and open Schiſmaticks, 
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(48) 
by the T op Churchmen amongſt whom they lived? 


Te Ti hat J=sus CnrisT and his Apoſtles were counted 


— — — 
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the very ſame ? That our dear Brethren in France, 
who are now bleeding under the Church's Sword, 
are moſt confidently reckoned ſuch, by all the Ru- 
lers and Prieſts there? But is it fit that theſe Here- 
ticks ſhould be thus roughly handled ? Or, is it 
thoſe only, whom you are pleaſed to call by that 
Name, who merit theſe rough Meaſures? When- 
ever, Sir, you ſhall produce your Patent from 
Heaven, conſtituting you ju DE of HERESY, and 
ſhall be able authoritatively and rnfallibly to 40 
nounce what 7s, and what is not, to be puniſhed. 
suck, then the Church's Sword will, I hope, be 
Put into your Hands. But till then, Sir, tis much 
_ ſafer to let it remain ſheathed; leſt under the Notion 
of Hereticks, you fall upon and roughly handle, 
Men better than yourſelf. This has ever been the 
Caſe, ſince the Days of the Apoſtles, when Eccle- 
 feaſticks have e authorttatively” to drape and . 
| uſe the Church's Sword. 8 
But you add, © Tis well we can't r your 


„ Church has ſhewn a dividing Spirit, and actually 
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c divided itſelf by an open Schiſm, from a ſound 
% Part of the Catholle Church; that, indeed, 
* would have been an unanſwerable Reaſon for your 
„ Jifſent*.” Yes, this allo, Sir, we can ſay, and 
therefore ſtand juſtified by your own Conceſſion. + 
That miſguided unhappy Prince Charles I. and his 
furious Primate Laud, began this fatal Schiſm, in 
Complaiſance to the Church of Rome, and :ually 5 

divided the Church of England from a ſound Part 
of the Catholic Church; and the ſame ſchiſmatical 
Spirit has ever ſince too generally prevailed in it. 
The Dutch, Walloon, and French Churches here 

in England, were eſtabliſhed by Charters from ſeve- 
ral of our Princes; but Lord Clarendon informs us, 
— The — . jealous that the countenan- 
2 A — ng. 

„ Lett. III. p. 60. 


9 


& cing another Diſcipline of the Church here by 
« Order of State, would 'at leaſt diminiſh the Re- 
e putation and Dignity of the epiſcopal Govern- 
« ment,“ got them ſuppreſſed. ** And that this 
«- might be ſure to look like more than what was 
« neceſſary to the CIVIL Policy of the Kingdom, 
« whereas in all former Times, the Ambaſſadors 
* and all foreign Miniſters of State employed from 
« England, into any Parts where the reformed Re- 
„ ligion was exerciſed, frequented their Churches, 
* and gave all poſſible Countenance to their Pro- 
« feſſion ; the contrary to this was now with great 
&« [Induſtry practiſed, and ſome Advertiſements, if 
« not Inſtructions, given to the Ambaſſadors there 
« (Le Clerc ſays they were ordered) to forbear any 
« extraordinary Commerce with Men of that Pro- 
« feſſion. And Lord Scudamore, the laſt ordinary 
« Ambaſſador there, not only declined going to 
« Charenton (the Proteſtant Church) but turniſhed 
« his own Chappel with Wax-candles on the Com- 
« munion-table, Sc. And beſides, was careful 
« to publiſh upon all Occaſions by himſelf, and 
ce thoſe who had the neareſt Relation to him, that 
the Church of ENGLAND: looked not upon the Hugo- 


« nots of FRANCE, as a Part of THEIR COMMU= -- 
« NION 3 Which was likewiſe too much, and too Fn 

. * . | * 
« induſtriouſly diſcourſed at Home *.* Behold 3 


here, Sir, the Church of England, actually dividing 
itſelf from a ſound Part of the Catholic Church! 
For fuch ſurely you will own the brave Proteſtants 
in France, who have born Teſtimony to the Faith by 
ſo great and ſo glorious a Fight of Afiiions, and 
inkd it-with Stor of Blood... oo oo 
I would alſo put you in Mind of another Fact, 
that ſeems to have eſcaped your Reading, or Me- 
mory. Upon the Queen of Bohemia's earneſt Solict- | 
tation with the King her Brother (Charles I. Anno 
1634) a Collection was ordered throughout * 
J»;ͤ»* q Ä 
t Clarend. Hiſt. Rebell. Vol. III. p 96, 97. 
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(59) 
for the poor perſecuted Miniſters of the Palatinate, 
who were baniſhed their Country for their Religion. 
In the Brief which was granted for this Purpoſe, was 
this Clauſe : Whoſe Caſes are the more to be deplored, 
becauſe this Extremity is fallen upon them, for their 
Sincerity and Conſtancy in the true Religion, which 
we together with them profeſs. Archbiſhop Laud 
= excepted againſt this Clauſe, and denied that the 
3 Religion of the Palatine Churches was the ſame 
woith ours, becauſe they were Calviniſts, and their 
Miniſters had not Epiſcopal Ordination. Laud ac- 
quainted the King with his Objections. The Clauſe 
was ordered to be expunged, and the brave un- 
happy Palatines were thus publickly diſowned by 
the Governors of the Church, who in all reaſonable 
Conſtruction, muſt be ſuppoſed to know and ſpeak. 
its Senſe, and not allowed to be Profeſſors: of the 
ſame true Religion . How unchriſtian and ſchiſ- 
put ART HSE m 
Of the like Schiſn was it alſo guilty, in the Occa- 
Jional Conformity Acr, which took Place in a late 
Reign. For it thereby rox BID under ſevere Pe- 
nalties, all its Members who had any Places of Pro- 
fit or Truſt, to worſhip or hold Communion with 
any of the foreign Churches, Dutch, French, Cc. 
in thoſe Kingdoms, in which its Liturgy was not 
uſed. And ſhould any Miniſter of any of the 
reformed Churches of Scotland, France, . Germany, 
Holland, now come into England, would your Church 
receive them as Miniſters, or admit them as ſuch, 
to officiate in its public Worſhip? I preſume you 
know, Sir, ſhe would not. But is not this virtu- 
ally renouncing their Communion ? Nor will you 
admit even the Lay Members of any of theſe f«- 
_ reign Churches, to your Communion at the Lord's. 
ſupper, except beſides what CHRIST has ordered, 
they will ſubmit alſo to ſome Order and Inſtitution 


of vouR OWN. : 
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Now your great Stilling fleet „ hath thus deter- 


— 


mined “ That which confines, muſt alſo divide the 
“ Church; for by that Confinement, a Separation 


« is made betwixt the Parties confined, and the 
4 other; which Separation muſt be made, by the 


Party ſo limiting Chriſtian Communion.” Upon 


the whole then, *tis moſt evident, that your Church 


has ſhewn, and does ſhew, a ſchiſmatical and divid- 
ing Spirit, has actually divided itſelf from ſound 
Parts of the univerſal Church. This therefore you 
will pleaſe to take, as an unanſuwerable Reaſon for 


our diſſent. 
You muſt excuſe me, Sir, if I think you treat 


a great deal 2% ſeverely a worthy Body of Men, 
_ our MinisTERs; when you repreſent them as 


% Perſons whom the Faithful, far from being per- 


* mitted to enter into any Paſtoral Relation to them, | 
are not permitted to have any Chriſtian Commu- 


c nion with them; no, not ſo much as any inti- 


c mate unneceſſary Acquaintance and Familiarity 
with them in common Life *.*—And tell me 
„ They are not duly ordained to their Office ; that 

their Adminiſtrations are moſt certainly irregular, 

© an unneceſſary and wanton, if not a factious 

Departure from the primitive Order. And that 

therefore I cannot depend, at leaſt with ſo much 
«© Aſſurance, as is requiſite to the Peace and Ac- 
% quieſcence of my Mind, that ſuch Ordinances 

will be blefſed to me v. —T have weighed this 

Matter with a good deal of Attention, and upon 

the whole am fully ſatisfied, both from Scripture 
and Antiquity, that Preſbyters have a Right to, and 

did from the Apoſtles Times actually ordain. There 
are t Things, amongſt many others, which ! 

beg Leave to wer to your Conſideration upon. this 


| Hz 5 1. 
1 8 + Ration. Account, p. 335 * Lett. II. p. 8. v Lett, : 


0 Foint.— 


. 


3% 
1. That the Miniſters of the Reformed Churches 
in all foreign Parts, have almoſt all of them, I 
apprehend, no other than Preſbyterian Ordination. 
The whole Company of illuſtrious Proteſtant 
Churches of Scotland, France, Holland, Switzerland, 
Germany, Poland, Hungary, Denmark, except per- 
haps Sweden, &c. have none but Preſbyterian Or- 
dination amongſt them. For Lutber, Calvin, Ber- 
cer, Melancton, Bugenhagius, Sc. and all the firſt 
| Reformers and Founders of theſe Churches, who er- 
dained Miniſters amongſt them, were themſelves 
Preſbyters and no other. And though in ſome of 
theſe Churches, there are Minifers which are called 
Superintendents, or Biſhops, yet theſe are only primi 
inter Pares *, the firſs among Equals , not pretend- 
ing to any Superiority of ORDER. Having themſelves 
no other Orders than what either Preſbyters gave 
them, or was given them as Preſbyters, they can 
convey no other to thoſe they ordain . You are a 
Gentleman of too great Diſcernment to urge the 
ſtale Pretence, that this is to theſe Churches a Mat- 
ter not of Choice, but of Neceſſity and Force. For 
if they thought epiſcopal Ordination, I do not ſay 
neceſſary, but even more regular or expedient, could 
they not with the greazef Eaſe immediately obtain 
it? Would not the Church of England, upon the 
leaſt Intimation of their Willingneſs to receive it, 
moſt readily ſend them Biſbops to ſupply this De- 
fect? You know, Sir, too well its charitable Diſ- 
_ poſition, and even Offers of this kind, in the leaſt 
to ſuſpect it. Whatever Cenſures you paſs then 
upon the Orders and Adminiſtrations of the Miniſters 
amongſt us, they equally fall upon all the Reformed 
EE Err TT. "on 


Account of Denmark, p. 253. The Daniſb Church 
is indeed at this Time governed by Biſhops. But they look upon 
Epiſcopacy as only an human Inſtitution; and the firſt Proteſtant 
Prelates in that Kingdom, were ordained by Bugenbagius, a meer 
Preſbyter; who by Conſequence, could convey no other than a 
Preſoyterian Ordination to their Succeſſors ever ſince. Seekendorfe 
Hi. Lutherian. Lib. 20. Sect. 1. With Caveat, p. 15. FO 


= 


488 


Churches throughout the whole Proteſtant World. 
If ours are an unneceſſary and wanton Departure 


from the primitive Order, 7heirs are the ſame, .Now 


it gives me great Pleaſure to ſee myſelf in ſuch a 


Crowd of excellent and good Company. And un- 


leſs you can offer ſomething more demonſtrative on 
this Head, than J have ever yet ſcen, my Mind 
will enjoy full Peace as to the Regularity of the 
Miniſtration on which I attend. But, 
21. It ſeems a little ſtrange to hear you glorying 
cover us, and conſequently over all the foreign 


Churches, as to this Matter of Orders, when theſe 


very OrDers in which you glory, you acknow- 


ledge to have derived onLy from the Church of 


Rome. A Church which yourſelves, .in your Ho- 


milies, confeſs to be idolatrous and antichriſtian, 


Not only an Harlot, as the Scripture calleth her, 
“ but alſo a foul, filthy, old, wither'd Harlot; the 
* fouleſt and Flu big that ever was ſeen.— And that 


< as it at preſent is, and hath been for goo Years, 


it is ſo far from the Nature of the TR ve Church, 


that nothing can be more. Note. Theſe Ho- p< 


miles every Clergyman publickly declares, and ſub- 


ſcribes with his Hand, that they contain a godly and 
wholeſome Doctrine, fit to be read in Churches by 


Miniſters. 


N'). dw it is ox L, Sir, from this 2 0 wither ” 
old HARLOr, that you derive, by Ordination, your 
piritual Deſcent. You confeſs yourſelves born f 
Her, as to ecclęſiaſtical Pedigree: And the Sons of 
this fouleſt and filthieſt of Harlots, you acknow- 
ledge as Brethren, by admitting their Orders as re- 
gular and valid; whereas thoſe of the Proteſtont 


Cdurcbes you reject. If a Prieft, ordained with all 


the ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Rites of this ant i- 
cChriſtian and falſe Church, comes over to the Church 
of England; you admit him as a BRoTHER, duly 


| ordained ; without ning him ta Paſs under that 


Ceremony 5 


1 Vid. Homilles p. 162, 293. 
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Ceremony again: But if a Miniſter of the Reform'd 
Churches joins himſelf to you, you conſider him as 
but a Layman, an unordain d Perſon, and oblige 
him to receive Orders according to your Form. 
| How, Sir, is it poſſible to account for this Proce - 
dure! Can that Church, which is no true Church, 
impart valid and true Orders? Can a filthy old Har- 
lot produce any other than a ſpurious and corrupt 
Breed? Will you reſt the Validity and Regularity of 
your Adminiſtrations on your receiving the ſacer- 

dotal Character from the Biſnops and Popes of the 
Romiſh Church? Many, if not moſt, of whom, 
were Men of moſt corrupt and infamous Lives; 


Men, who were ſo far from being regular and valid 


MinisTERS in the Church of Jzsvs CHRIST, that 
they were not ſo much as regular or real MEMRER GC 
ol it at all; and therefore could not poſſibly, duly, 
or regularly OFFICIATE therein; conſequently, had 
no Power to communicate or convey Orders or Of- 
ces in the CHRISTIAN Church. Whatever Offices 
they convey'd therefore, are at beſt doubtful and 
ſuſpicious; if not abſolutely null, irregular, and 
void. So that really your own Orders, if ſtrictly 
examin'd, may miniſter great Doubt and Diſquie- 
os & A ( c 
If Charity then were ſilent; Prudence, methinks, 
ſhould loudly dictate, that you ſpeak gently as to 
the Authority and Orders of our Miniſters, when you 
know it is in their Power ſo ſtrongly to retort. It 
was therefore ſurely not wiſe, Sir, as well as ex- 
tremely unkind, to ſet them up as Objects of public 
Odium and Avoidance; and to admoniſh ** every 
good Man not to have any intimate or unneceſſary 
Acquaintance with them, or Familiarity in common 
Life.“ But——BrtssED, our Lord hath ſaid, 


are ye, when Men ſhall hate you, and SEPARATE 
vou from their Company, and CAST OUT your 
Names as E VII, for the Son of Man's ſake : Rejoice 


cage) 


ye in \ a Day, and leap for joy; for behold, your 


Reward in Heaven is great © ! 


You very ſtrenuouſly conteſt what you call * one 
« of the Fee and fundamental Principles of 
ee the Diſſention, namely, That every Lay-Chriſtian 
ec bas a Right to chuſe his own Paſtor*.” A Right fo 
evidently founded on Reaſon, Scripture, and the un- 
doubted Practice of the primitive Church, and ſo 
generally acknowledg'd by all the learned of your 
_ own Communion, that I cannot but a little wonder 
at the Alertneſs with which you make your Attack 
upon it. The Charge given to the Chriſtian People 
— To take heed what they hear — to beware of falſe 
Propbets— not to believe every Spirit, but to try the 
Spirits — inconteſtibly proves them to have a Right 
of Fudgment and of Choice, relating to this Matter : 
And that bis Right, which Gop has given them, 
it is their Duty to ule. 
When an Apoſtle was to be cholth in the Room 
of Judas the Traitor, the whole Body of the Diſei- 
4 © ples were applied to on that Seen Adds i. who 
| 3 APPOINTED by common Suffrage, Two from their 
whole Number to be Candidates for that Office, 
5 23. The Election, you ſay, was evidently made 
«bl Gop *.”* But was it not as evidently made 
by the People alſo? If the Choice of ons from 2be 
Two be acknowledg'd to be the Act of Gop ; was 
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not the Choice of zheſe Two, from amongſt the 7 

dobole Number, as much the Act of the People? 8 

The People then were a#ually concern'd in that bl 
1 Choice. The ſeven Deacons, Acts vi. you ſay, 1 
8 mere but preſented or recommended by the Brethren* :** 1 
But let the ſacred Story judge M herefore, Brethren, 3 

LooK YE OUT amongſt you, ſeven Men of honeſt Re- * 

port: And the Saying pleaſed the whole Multitude, WH 

and they cnose Stephen and Philip, &c. — Can 5 . 


Words be more expres F 5 
| -T _* 


Mo Lake vi. 22, 23. n This, p. 8. 
F f Ibid, | | 1 
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(36) 
That Biſhops and Paſtors were choſen in the an- 
cient Church by the Suffrage of the People, the Evi- 
dence is ſo ſtrong, as greatly to try the Countenance 
of the Perſon who diſputes it. Ignatius, if you will 
allow him genuine, ſays weer £5-w vp we e,”. 
Oer Xeipolomnoas. enwoxono 5, Jt becomes you as the 22 
Church of Gop to cyust a Biſhop. Alexander was 
made Biſhop of Ferufalem, by the Compulſion or 
Choc of the Members of that Church. Upon the 
Death of Anterus, Biſhop of Rome, All the People 
mel together in the Church to Hus @ Succeſſor — 
and they all took Fabianus and placed him in the epiſ- 
copal Chair. So Cornelius, his Succeſſor, was ELECT= 
ED by the Suffrage of the Clergy and Laity. Cyprian 
Often acknowledges he was made Biſhop of Car- 
thage, Favore Plebis—Populi univerſi Suffragio, &c. 
By the Favour and VoTE of all the People. And 
expreſsly ſays, Plebs maxim? habet Poteftatem, vel 
eligendi dignos Sacerdotes, vel indignos recuſandi. The 
chief Power of causING worthy Miniſters, and of 
REJECTING the unworthy, belongs to THE PEOPLE. 
produce no further Evidence upon a Point ſo in- 
conteſtible, but the Words of a learned Brother of 


your own, high enough for Church Power, “ That 


« the People had Votes in the Choice of Biſhops all 
« mnſt grant ; and it can be only IGNORANCE and 
« FoLLy that pleads the contrary . 

Lou think a Man provides very well for his 


« Soul, who ſubmits himſelf to the Inſtructions, 


& and devoutly attends all the Adminiſtrations of 

an able and orthodox Miniſter, by whomſoever pro- 
„ videa. And it will be confeſſed, you ſuppoſe, 
„that the King, and Biſhops, Lord-Chancellor, No- 
„ bility, and Gentry, who are our greater Patrons, 
ce are more competent Judges of the Abilities and 
:66. Orthodoxy of Clergymen, and of their Fitneſs 
66. for particular Stations, than the common Run of 


« Men, 
1 Epit ad Philad. ER c Conftitut and Diſcipline of 
the Primitive Church, . 46. Lorotb of Church Power, 


" 


A 


« Men, eſpecially the Vulgar But imagine 


yourſelf, Sir, for a Moment on the other Side the 
Water, preaching this wholeſome Doctrine to the 
good Proteſtants in France. If Kings, Biſhops, Ec. 


have Authority and Right to appoint Paſtors to the 
People, then the People are bound to receive and 


attend the Paſtors they ſend. But if this be right 


in one Country (I muſt again put you in Mind) * is 
right alſo in another; unleſs one Kingdom can pro- 


duce a Warrant, or Charter from Heaven giving 


it ſuch Authority, which other Kingdoms have not. 
If this Doctrine be Truth in England, tis Truth 
alſo in France. The brave Proteſtants then have 


raſoly and unwarrantably withdrawn themſelves 
from the Paſtors, whom their King and Biſbops had 


ſet over them; they ought to return, and ſubmit 
to their epabliſhed Guides, and not proudly attempt 
to find Miniſters more able and orthodox, than thoſe 
their Superiors have ſolemnly deputed to that Truſt. 
Will you ſtand, Sir, to this Doctrine? If nor, 


you muſt allow every Man a * to . for 


5 himſelf. 
Io the common and juſt Plea—** That ever 


„ Man has as good Right to chuſe his own Paſtor, 


„to whom to commit the Care of his Soul, as to 
E 


s intruſts his Body or Eſtate, you reply : 


„ Phyſicians in many Places are provided by Go- 


& vernors for thoſe who are ſick, as in Chelſea, and 
e other Hoſpitals, whilſt no body dreams of any 
« Tncroachment upon their natural Rights i.“ But 


tell me, Sir, would you not complain, if when- 
| ever you were fick, you were OBLIGED te accept of 


this public Proviſſan; and MUST commit yourſelf to 
the Care of thoſe Gentlemen of the Faculty who 
officiated in the Hoſpital, ſuppoſing you lived near 
it, whatever Notion you had of their Fidelity or 


5 Skill: ? Or ſhould a Phyſi wes be Proviceds and eſta- 


bliſhed 
k Lord on 8 8 Ibid. p. 13. 


chuſe his Lawyer or Phyſician, with whom he 
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(58) 
bliſhed by Law in each Pariſh of this Kingdom, 
would you not call it an [nfrmgement of your natu- 
ral Right, to be chiged to call him in (however ig- 
norant or uncapable you took him to be) and to 
commit your Health to his Care ; eſpecially if there 
was at Hand another, licenſed by Authority, whom 
you thought to have better Judgment, and from 
whoſe Preſcripts you had received frequent and 
ſignal Relief? I am perſuaded in this Caſe, you 
would ſtrongly and very juſtly complain of the Re- 
ſtraint. But every Man ſurely, is as capable, and 
has as undoubred a Right to judge and to chuſe what 
Miniſter to attend for the Edification of his Soul, 
as what Phyſician to uſe for the Recovery of his 
Xf᷑kIii SH P1035 ow Wes i T3-ovE 
% No, you reply, there is a Difference in the 
* two Caſes; your Paſtors are your Guides and 
Governors, to whom you owe Subjeftion in ſpiri- | 
„ tual Things: And it is not, I think, quite ſo 
e reaſonable to challenge to yourſelves the chuſing 
of theſe, as of the other who. have 0 Authority 
cover you *.“ But I beſeech you, good Sir, 
who MADE them my GovERNoRsS? Who GAvzE 
them this Rule and Authority over me ? Does every 
Fay STRIPLING, juſt emancipated from the College, 
that can get (and there are various Ways of getting, 
you know Sir, not fit to be here mentioned) to be 
inducted into a good Living, does he, I aſk, thence- 
forward become Governor of all the Souls dwell- 
ing in his Pariſh, to whom they cwe SUBJEcTION 
in ſpiritual Things? What, muſt all the learned, 
the wiſe, the grave and experienced Perſons reſid- 
ing in that Pariſh, conſider the enrobed YouTH as 
their ſpiritual RULER, veſted with AuTHorITY | 
over them, in Things pertaining to Gop, to Con- 
ſcience, and to Eternity! Yes, he has AurTrRHORITV, 
you ſay, over me, I owe him ſpiritual Subjection. 
But how far, Sir, does the Authority of my young 
I ee doom Ns 54-4 
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(59 
Rur xR extend? Muſt IT believe whatever he tells 
me, becauſe He hath ſaid it; or, do whatever he 
commands me, becauſe He hath injoined it; or, 


follow my ſpiritual Guide wherever He ſhall lead 


me, without conſidering, examining, and judging 
for myſelf, whither the Courſe tends ? And if 1 
happen to think he is leading me wrong, muſt I 


{till obey and ſubmit to my ghoſtly DirRECTOR, and 
truſt G05 with the Event? Am] to deliver myſelf. 


up ENTIRELY, or only @ tle, and in Part, to his 


lacerdotal Authority? And muſt I ſee Things in 


Religion, only and always by the Eyes of my Over 
ſeer, or ought I not alſo ſometimes, at leaſt, to fie 


with my own? Will you pleaſe to inform me alſo, 


whether as my young GovERNoR undertakes to judge 


for me now, he will allo undertake 4% be judged for 


me hereafter ; and to be damned for me too, it 1 
happen to go aſtray, by going as he directs? —— 


A certain Nobleman, not halt a Century ago, got 
his Huntſman inducted into a good Living; and 


from the Care of his Hounds, advanced him to the 


Priefthood and to the Cure of Souls. Now from 
the Time of his Inveſtiture with this new Character 
and Office, he became the Gove R NOR and Guile, 


it ſeems, of all the Souls in his Pariſh, and they 


 owED him Subjection in ſpiritual Things. It a Lock 
then, a Newton, or even his Lordſhip himſelf who 
gave him the Living, had dwelt within its Bounds, 
they og reverently to regard Him as their /p:/- 
ritual GovERNoR and Dikkcros; and to ſubmit 
Ilbemſelves to him, as having THE Rul E over them, 
and watching for their Souls,— 
to be vouched, or is this Dettrine to be preached, 
in this Age of Liberty and Light? Let them for 
the Honour of CuRISTIANIT V, be eternally ſup - 
preſſed.I am forced then to return, Sir, to the 
Point whence I ſet out, and to acknowledge the 
Tc ma which every Man 1 8 in Things of Religions ; 
- . 74M 
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to call no Man upon Eerth Mast ER, but to examine 


and judge, and chuſe for himſelf. 
As to the Manner in which the Choice of our | 


* Miniſters is conducted, againſt which you except, 
l believe no Elections of any kind, are tranſacted 


with greater Fairneſs and Equity than theſe. And 


the Nature of the Thing ſpeaks, that thus it muſt 


be. For ours being Aſſemblies formed only by Con- 


ſſeent, and ſupported only by voluntary Contribu- 


tions of their Members, any oppreſſive or iniqui- 


tous Management would throw them preſently into 
Confuſion, difband and break them up. To your 


Queſtion I bo are the Eleftors? And to all the 


Objections you raiſe on that Head—I reply, by 


praying you to turn your Eyes, Sir, to a Britiſh 
Parliament, or to an Engliſh Convocation, and tell 
me, who are the Flefors? And how ts the Choice 
conducted? But if both the Parliament and Convo- 
cation, notwithſtanding the enormous Diſpropor- 


tion and Inequality of the Electors, be yet accounted 
and gloried in as the REPRESENTATIVE of the Na- 

tion; and you compliment your Fellow Britons 
upon their invaluable Privilege in being ruled by 
Laws of heir own making, and in paying no Taxes, 


but what hemſelves by their Repreſentatives, have 
conſented to levy.— Lour Exceptions to our Elections 


will be preſently withdrawn, and you will ſtill give 


us Leave to glory, as poſſeſſing this ancient un- 
doubted Right of the Chriſtian Church. 


But *tis Time, Sir, that I now releaſe your Pa- 


| tience and Attention, "having ſtrained, I fear, both 


to their utmoſt Extent. There are many other 


Parts of your Letters as liable to Remark, as thoſe 1 
have taken Notice of, but I would not be tedious.— 
I might have expoſtulated with you largely on your 
reading as Parts of your public Worſhip, the fabulous 
and groſs Legends of Bel and the Dragon, of Judith 

and Suſannab; and above all, the nragical Romance of 
W a. fair V. gin from the Inchantments of 


her 
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her infernal Lover, and conjuring away the amorous 
Devil Aſmodeus, by the Fumes of a Fiſh's Liver 
Is it for the Honour of the Chriſtian Name, think 
you Sir, to have ſuch ſpurious and idle Tales read 
ſolemnly in our Churches (if /o/emnly they can be 
read) and made Parts of our public Worſhip ? What 
will an Unbeliever think, when preſent at ſuch Wor- 
' ſhip! When he ſees ſuch Things not only bound up 
with the HoLy ScrxiyTuREs, but commanded to 
be read as ſuch in the Order of the Common Prayer! 


I might alſo have afked you, Sir, to what Ori- 


ental Derry you pay your Devoirs, when from 


the North, the South, the Weſt, the Worſhippers 
in your Church on certain ſolemn Occaſions, turn 


reverently towards the EAST, and make their pecu- 


iar Honours? To waom, Sir, I beſeech you, are 
theſe peculiar Honours paid? Not ſurely to the im- 


men ſe, omnipreſent PEHOVAH 3 he is an INFINITE 
Spirit, you know, alike preſent in all Places; not 


more confined to one Quarter of the Heavens, 
than to another: To repreſent him as being ſo, is 
to diſhonour and offend him, to detract from the 


Glory of his Immen/ity or Omnipreſence, and to give 
Men very falſe and unworthy Notions of Gop. 


This worſhiping towards the EAST, is not, I 
think, ordered by any Canon of your Church, which 


is now generally received; but *tis (if I miſtake 
not) its common and prevailing Practice. 1 ſhould 
be glad to be informed, for I aſſure you, Sir, Iam 


quite ignorant, what Shadow of Ground, either from 


Reaſon or Scripture, you can poſſibly pretend, for 
this unaccountable Superſtition, for ſuch you muſt 


allow me at preſent to think it. If you ſay, The 


Worſhip is paid w⅛ard the ALT AR, this ſeems to 
make the Matter more inexplicable ſtill. For what 


is there in the ALTAR, to make it a proper Object 


of 


bent; oe it : 
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Will it not. heighten his Contempt of the Credulity 
of Believers, and eftablifh his Prejudices againſt the 
Hiſtory, the Miracles, and Doctrines of CH r1isT ?— 
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of religious Veneration ? Indeed, whilſt the Breaden 
God was upon it, the People who believed it to be 
the very Body of CnrsT, did well to pay their 
Homage to it: But now that Ipol. is taken thence, 
J cannot for my Life perceive, what Shadow of 
Divinity Proteſtants ſee in the ALTAR, that they 
ſhould give it religious Honours. 
As much, Sir, am J at a Loſs, when endeavour- 
ing to reconcile to Reaſon and good Senſe, another 
of your additional Beauties and Splendors of public 
Worſhip, viz. Bowing at the Name of Jzsus. As for 
that Paſſage of the Apoſtle, Philip. ii. 10. That at 
tbe Name of Jesvs every Knee ſball bew—the learned 
Men of your Church, I preſume, wniver/ally diſ- 
claim it, as in the leaſt authorizing or injoining this 
Practice. Your great Dr. Nichols vindicates your 
Church from ſuch an wncouth and ridiculous Abuſe 
of this Text, and affirms, that it is mat once men- 
tioned in any of your ecclgſiaſtical Conſtitutions, as to 
this Matter; and adds, that you are not so DULL 
as io think, that thoſe Words can be rigorouſly ap- 
plied io this Purpoſe. But if this Text be acknow- 
ledged not in the leaſt to authorize or require this 
Att of Worſhip, what Shadow of Argument, Sir, 
can you poſſibly bring, either from Reaſon or Scrip- 
ture, which ſhall ſo much as ſeem to ſupport it? 
Why then does your Church command (Canon 
XVIII.) that when in Time of divine Service the 
| Lokp Jzsvs Hall be mentioned, duly and lowly Re- 
verence ſhall be done by all Perſons preſent ? Is not 
this, Sir, by your own Confeſſion, an Act of Will 
Worſhip, a Commandment, an Invention of Men, 
not in the leaſt founded upon the Authority and 
Will of. Gop?! ©: -- 
But why, Sir, muſt this lowly Reverence be made 
at the Name of JEsus, and not at the Name of 
Cusls r, at the Name IMM ANV ET, JEHOVAH, 
or 0 OD? Is there not in all theſe, ſomething at leaſt as 
5h 2 5 venerable 


n Defence, &. Part Il. p. 319. 


many other Men ?- 
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venerable and witthy of peculiar Honours; indeed 
ſomething much more ſo, than there is in the Name 


of Jesus; a Name not at all peculiar to our bleſſed 


Saviour, but which was common to him with a 


a human Compoſition, and not every Time *tis read 


from the Goſpels and Epiſtles, which were indited 
by the Hol GHosT? But I preſs no further a 


Point, which I believe few of your own Church 


think capable of a rational and ſolid Defence, — 


I have now finiſhed my Reply, Sir, to the Is: 
ters with which you have publickly honoured me, 


and have with Freedom ſet before you, the chief 


Difficulties and Objeions which keep me in a State 
of Separation from your Church, If by calm and 
fair Argument, you can ſhew my Objections to be 
futilous and weak, I ſhall with Pleaſure become 
your Convert, and readily obey the Calls of wor 


Intereſt and Honour. 
But as you, Sir, have the Dignities, Emoluments, 


and Powers of this World on your Side, you muſt 


give us Leave to think, at leaſt till we are better 
taught, that we have TR UT H on our's. 
TRUTH, which is EAT, and will finally 
prevail. Nor am I, Sir, without Hope, that, 
upon an impartial Review of the Merits of the 5 
Cauſe betwixt us, omnipotent TRUTH may even 


bend your Mind towards us ; and diſpoſe you, like 


ons who has ſince had the Honour of being called 
the great Apoſtle, to Join yourſelf to theſe you once 
cenſured and deſpiſed. 


What though we have not the Honours' and ths- 


fits of this World to draw you to out Communion, | 
are we ever the leſs like to be the genuine Apoſtolic 
Church of a crucified, deſpiſed, inſulted JESUS 
for ws Hath he not W 1 told us, that His 
3 Kingdom 


But if this peculiar Reverence 

muſt be made at the Name of IEsus, why not at 

2a Times whenever 'tis mentioned, at leaſt in pub- 
lic Worſhip? Why in the Creed only, which is but 
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Kingdom is nat of this World . That whoever will 
come * him, muſt deny himſelf, and take up bis 
Croſs *. — That ot many mighty and noble are 
called :? Are not the Witneſſes to TRUTH, to 
Prophecy, clvathed in Sackclbath *, till the promiſed 
Times of Refreſhing come from the Appearance of 
CurisT ? Is not the puRE Apoſtolic Church, the 
true Spouſe. of CHRIST, repreſented in the Revela. 
tion as a Woman driven inta the Wilderneſs *, i. e. in 

an. afflicted and . forſaken State; whilſt the corrupt 
* anticbriſtian Church (che apoſtate Church of 
Rome) is careſſed and enriched by: the Kings of the 
Earth *, glittering in all the Pomp and Splendor of 
this World, - wantoning in Luxury, Power, and 
Wealth? Does TR U TH need the Charms of 


earthly Grandeur to recommend it, or the Force of 


civil Power to ſpread or to eſtabliſh it? Was it tbus 
the bleſſed GOSPEL was at firſt propagated, made 
its Way, and prevailed over all the Earth? No, 
worldly Grandeur and Power have generally, you 
well know, Sir, if not evermore, been extremely 
injurious to it; have enervated, obſtructed, under 


Pretence of improving, have greatly corrupted 1 5 


and depraved it, and have robbed it of its native 7 
Beauty, and Glory, and Strength. 
High. Dignities and Preferments, Mitres and 
Thrones, Lordſhips and large Revenues, have a 
mighty Force, you will own Sir, to 57% and per- 
vert the Mind, in its Searches after TRUTH. 
Theſe are not the Means which the ' God of 
"WM RUTH uſes, to draw the Mind to it; but 
vou know they are he Means, which the great 
 Enxgmy is wont to uſe, to ſeduce the Mind from it. 
- "mA therefore, I apprehend, Sir, no Preſumption 
at all in Favour of any Church, that it ſhines with 
all the Glory of dt Honours and Wealth. 
"TR the u eee very clearly deſcribe 
as 


— 1 21 Bins. Matt, xvi. 24. « q 1 Cor. i. 26; 
© Rev. 3 * Ibid. Xi, 14. * Ibid, xvii. 4, 5—13—17. 
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as the State of the falſe Church, whilft the true 


Church of Ixsus CukIST, his genuine and faithful 


Followers, are to be a /ittle, deſpiſed Flock : A Sett 


every where ſpoken againſt : In the World it is 7o 


Have Tribulation, till the expected happy Period, 
when it ſhall be tbe FaTarER's . Pleaſure to give 
them THE KINGDOM. 


Let not then the low ale of our Intereſt, as to 
the preſent World, at all trighten or diſcourage you, 
Sir, from caſting in your Lot amongſt us. The 


World paſſeth away, and all its Glories and Pomp 
will ſoon vaniſh like a Dream before the deſcending 
Son of Gop, whom we ſtedfaſtly expe&t.—And then 
to be found faithful, and to have ſtuck with un- 
aten Lov aLTy to the onLy Lawgiver, Lord, 

and King of the Church. To have denied curſelves 


any worldly Honours, Preferments or Profits out 


of Conſcience towards Him.—To have been ſepa- 


rated from Mens Company, caſt out and reproach'd, 
becauſe we would not make a Sacrifice of our Vir- 


tue and Integrity to the Applauſe of the Many, or 
the Favour of the Great. —Will yield divine Com- 
fort, and procure immortal Honours in the everlaſting 


Kingdom of Gop. Pardon me, Sir, if I am here 


acting a little out of Character, and ſeem to invade 
your: Office: For I am extremely ambitious of en- 


8aging ſo ingenious a Gentleman amongſt us. 
| Theſe, Sir, are the Proſpects with which Diſen- 


ters ſupport themſelves under all their Diſadvantages 
with regard to the preſent World. They remember 


WHOSE Diſciples and Followers they are -w no it is 


that hath ſaid, in vain do they worſhip me, teach- 

ing for Doctrine the CoMManDMENTs of MEN.— 
Wo hath ſtrictly charg'd them 1 call xo Man 
upon Earth MasT ER, becauſe ONE. only is their 
MasrT ER, even CHRIST. — And, finally, who it is 


that hath promiſed, that if any Man {hall farſate 
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for his Names Sake x ; be ſhall receive an hundred 
fold; and Hall inherit EVERLASTING LIFE. | 


I now -ictace, Sir, by beſeeching you very 
carefully to remember, that the Controverſy betwixt 
us depends abſolutely and entirely upon the Deciſion 
of this Angle Point. — Is there any OTHER Law- 
giver or King in the Church of Gop, to whoſe Autho- 
rity and Command, as to Things of Religion, Cnr1- 
TIANS are bound to ſubmit, BESIDES Jzsus 
CHRIST? Or is there not ?-—If there be uo other 
Lawgiver, be/ides Jzsus CHrisT, 10 other King, 
no other Authority to whoſe Decrees in Point of Doc- 
trine, and to whoſe Injun#ions in Point of Worſhip, 
CHRISTIANS are obliged, and ought to ſubmit : 

then the DisszNTERS, in every impartial Judg- 
ment, will be, muſt be juſtiſed: then They at 
rigbt: then They ought to be commended, and will 
| furely be rewarded for adhering loyally and firmly 
to the ONE only Kine and Lo Rp of the Church: 
And for faithfully Oppoſing the Claims of any 
 oTHBR Power; and for Refuſing Obedience to the 
Injunctions of any oTH ER Laugiver; and the De- 
ciſions of any OTHER Judge; who hath made other 
Articles of Faith, other Terms of Communion, other 
Rites of Worſhip, BESIDES and ABOVE thoſe which 
CHRIST himſelf has made. 
For to illuſtrate the Caſe. —If any n Prince 
ſhall pretend to make Laws, and prefcribe Rules 
of Action to the People of theſe Realms, and ſhall 
exact Obedience to his Injunctions from the Subjects 
of King Gro xc; I aſk, does not your Allegiance 
to Him, your oN Ly Sovereign, require and oblige 
you to make your Proteſt againſt any ſuch Laws, 
and to refuſe your Obedience to them? But is not 
the Church @ Province in which CHRIST atone 
is King, as much as theſe Realms are the Domi- | 
nions onLY of King Grob? If any human Po- 
tentate then hall riſe up in the Church, and on 
| claim 
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claim Authority and Dominion over the Conſciences 
of CuRISsT's Subjects; Authority as to Things of 
Faith, to decree what H hath not decreed; and 
Dominion as to Things of Worſhip, to appoint Rites 
and Inſtitutions which Hz hath not appointed; I 
aſk you, Sir, does not your Allegiance to CyrisT, 
your ONLY Sovereign, require and oblige you to en- 
ter your Proteſt againſt ſuch ur d Authority, and 
to refuſe your Obedience to it? 7 
This, Sr, I repeat it, becauſe I earneſtly intreat 
your peculiar Attention to it, is the eſſential and 
important Point upon which the Controverſy be- 
twixt us entirely turns. If you can prove, that 
there is ANOTHER Lawgiver, ANOTHER Judge, Ax- 
OTHER King in the Church, S %des Jesus CHRIST, 
to whoſe Authority we are to ſubmit in Things of 
Religion; and that the King and Parliament of theſe 
Realms are this Lawgiver, and this Judge; you will 
then at once gain your Point; and by that /ingle. 


Blow you will entirely overthrow the diſſenting In- 
_ tereſt and Churches. We will immediately become = 0 
your Converts, and flock into the Eftabliſh'd Church. 5 
But if you cannot prove this Point; you then 4 
yield the Cauſe to us; you then, in effect, own uns 
Juſtiſed before the World; and you leave us to inn? 1 
daulge the rational and reviving Hope of being ac- 
BH Kknowledg'd by our great LAwWGIVER, at his Re- 1 
turn into the World, as his /oyal and obedient Sub- 3 
jects; of being advanced to peculiar Honours and 9 

Diignities in his Kingdom, as we have here ſuffer'd 


on Account of our Duty and Allegiance to him; and 

of receiving from our Ju poE, before Angels and 

Men, that Sentence of Applauſe Mell done, coop 
and FAITHFUL Servants, enter ye into the Joy of 

your LorD. „ „„ 


I have only to add, Sir, that this Principle 

That ChRISsT is the only Lawgiver and King in 
bis Church; and that no Man, no Body of Men 
upon Earth, have Ox make Laws, 
. e, , Tal 


% 5 : * * 


or to preſcribe Things in Religion, which ſhall oblige 
the Conſciences of his Subjects; is the grand, the 
only Principle, upon which the Ux ir, the Pu- 
RITY, and the Pract of the Chriſtian Church can 
poſſibly ſubſiſt. Take away his, and you let in 
endleſs Diſcords and Corruptions into it: You ſplit 
it into Parties: You make CRHRISTIANITY one 
Thing, in one Country; a quite different, in an- 
other. In England you make it wear an Epiſcopal 
Form; In Scotland, a. Preſbterian: In France, a 
Popiſh : In Denmark, a Lutheran : In Pruſſia, a 
Calviniſt: In Ruſſia, a Grecian, &c. But ought 
theſe Things to be fo? Is CuRISST divided? Is this 
. the Unity of his one beautiful, well-compacted 
Body? Can theſe be all genuine apoſtolic CHRIS 
TIANITY ?—Rather, are either of them ſo ?—When 
the Powers of this World take upon them autbori- 
 Zatively to interpret and preſcribe in Things of Re- 
ligion, which are CHRIST's Kingdom and Province, 
they act beyond their Sphere: They invade the 
Throne of another Prince: The certain Conſequence 
of which is Confuſions, Separations; the Unity of 
the Church is broken, the Rights of Chriſtians violat- 
ed, a Gate open'd for innumerable Superſtitions and 
Inventions to enter, and mingle with the pure Doc- 
trines of CHRIST; and hence neceſſarily flow Schiſms, 
Emulations, Contentions, and every evil Work. — 
l beſeech you, Sir, by the Mercies of Gop ; and 
for the Honour of CHRISTIANITY ; and by the Alle- 
giance you owe your ONLY Lawgiver JEsUs CHRIST, 
to weigh theſe Things in an impartial and unbiaſs*d 
Mind. May his Spirit of TxuTH judge betwixt us 
upon the Point, and teach us his Will! To his In- 
 Avzence I commend you, Sir, and am, _ 
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Mid great Sinctrig, 


e e 4 Wuour very Humble Servant, 


A DISSEN TER. 


6 8 80 K 1 T. 


Containing Ready bi on the DEE NCE 


of your Three Letters. 


SHE above Lencr king ſent to the Preſs 


was offer'd in my firſs Letter. You ſeem moved 


at its pretending to be an Anſwer to your three 
Letters, when ſo ſmall a Part of them is conſider d 


therein : And with Airs quite ſuitable to the Cauſe 
you are pleading, ecclęſiaſtical Authority, give me to 


underſtand, that your taking any notice of this Per- 


formance is to be conſider'd as a Condeſcenſion to 
which you were not obliged, and which I had no 
Right to expect from you. But, pray recollect: 


What was the avow'd Deſign and Purport of your 
Letters? Was it not to refute the great and popu- 


lar Obje#ions of the Diſſenters, and to bring me over 


10 your Church ? But upon Reading your Letters, 
I found you had ſcarce touch*d upon the principal 
Objection which kept me from your Church. Was 
it not then my Part to ſtate the Objection to you, 
and ſet it in its full Light? As unaſi d, you had 


taken on you to be my Inſtructor in this Altar: 3 


had I not a Right to lay my Difficulty before you, 
and to demand your Solution of it? What, muſt. 
I confine myſelf to the Pleas which you had ſeen fit to 
cook up for the Diſſenters ; and if I preſume to offer 
NDars, Will you magiſterially call them Ramblings, N 
in 


before your Defence, &c. was advertiſed; its 
Publication was ſtaid, till I had ſeen what Occaſion 
it might give, either to retract or ſupport what 


l 
in which you are not obliged to follow? Very 
pleaſant indeed! 


Here therefore I now put in my Claim, Sir, and 


give you to underſtand, that I expect your plain and 
full Anſwer to the ſeveral Objectious againſt your 
eftabhſh*d Forms preſented in the above Letter: 
Some of which, tho? you knew them to be of great 
Weight with Diſſenters, you dextrouſly avoided 
bringing into the Debate. To this you are moſt 
clearly and indiſpenſibly obliged by the Province 
you have taken on you. If there be any Parts of the 
Liturgy indefenſible and abſurd, this (1.) condemns. 
your own CONFORMITY, who not only declare, but 
ſolemnly ſubſcrioe your unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent 
to ALL and EVERY THING contained in and preſcribed 
by the Book of Common Prayer, &c. And, (2.) it 
juſtifies the SEPARATIOxN, by proving it a ſevere 
and cruel Thing to caft out above 2000 of our 
Minifters from the Church for not declaring and 
ſubſcribing this unfeigned Aſent and Conſent, &c. 
which began the Separation. 
| This being premiſed, we come to > the Point of 
Church Authority, upon which the Controverſy turns. 
Here I obſerve, with pleaſure, that you are for mu- 
tilating your XX® Article, ridding your Hands of 
one Part, and holding only to che other. The 
« Church's Authority in Matters of Faith you have 
* nothing, you ſay, to do with *.”*—But this, you 
know, your Church claims as much as a Power 10 
make Ceremonies; and againſt this Part of its Claim 
IL as much excepted as againſt the other. When you 
declare therefore you have nothing to do with it, you 
mean, if I take you right, you will not pretend to 
undertake its Defence. This to be ſure is wiſe: No 
IT Man upon Earth being able to defend it. But then, 
is it not extremely hard that your Church ſhould 
ſtill inflexibly maintain its Claim to ibis Authority: 


5 — force its Clergy to ſubſcribe and 9 
5 this 


a „ Defence, p. 18. 
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this Claim; and keep Diſſenters from a Share in 
thoſe Emoluments, © after which, you ſay, they 
« languiſb, partly for refuſing their ſolemn Sub- 
ſcription to ſo unreaſonable a Claim? ; 
« By the Church's Power to decree Rites and 
 « Ceremonies, is meant, a Right in the Paſtors and 
Governors thereof, to ordain and appoint ſuch 
« Things, ſo as to make it, ordinarily, the Duty of 
« the People to conform themſelves to them. 
You have artfully declined to ſay, whom you un- 
derſtand by its Paſtors and Governors; but from 
other Paſſages © it is evident you mean the Biſbops 
and Clergy , for the Civil Magiſtrate, you declare, 
bas no ſuch Power at all * Now, © 
1. That the Clergy have no Power nor Authority | 
at all of this kind over the Laity, I proved beyond 
all doubt from the expreſs Command of our great 
id  Lawgiver.—Call no Man upon Earth MasTzr, 
c. ONE is yours MasTER, even CHRIST, and all 
ye are Brethren . The Princes of the Gentiles exer- 


of ciſe Dominion and Authority over them, but it SHALL 

* Nor BE $0 amongſt you'. What have you ſaid in 

1 Anſwer to theſe Texts? Not a ſingle Word. You 

of leave them to ſtand in full Foroe againſt you: And 

he without one Text of Scripture to ſupport this Au- 
ve WM thority of the Clergy over the Laity, you go on to 
ou treat it as a Thing indiſputable and allow'd: And 


labour hard in raiſing a pompous Structure upon 
the Sand. What you ſay as to the K of Charity, 
has been conſider'd above, p. 29. Should even 7htis 


Inſtitution, it will by no means eſtabliſh the Autbo-- 
rity you claim for your Paſtors and Governors; the 
Orders, Decrees, and Appointments of thoſe Times 
being by the common Conſent and Suffrage of the 
whole Church; in which the Laity had an equal, if 
not a far greater, Share of Authority than the Clergy . 
» Def. p. 10. © Lett. II. p. 14. 4 Def. p. 18, Mat. 
nk 07 7 Mat. xx. 25. f Vid. Exam. of = Codex, p. 120. 
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1 be allow'd ro be a merely ecclefiaſtical and pradential * 
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25 Tour lodging this Power in the Paſtors ind 


Governors abſolutely contradicts the Articles them- 
| ſelves. For as the XX Art. claims it for the Church: 


So the immediately preceding Art. (XIX.) expreſiy 
defines what it means by THE CHURCH, vix. A 


Congregation of: faithful Men where the pure Word of 
God is preach'd.—*Tis to the whole Body of the Faith- 


ful then that this Power of decrecing Ceremonies, if 


any ſuch there be, belongs: Ho then do you pre- 


ſume, Sir, to vreſt it from them, and to veſt it 
ſolely in the Clergy 2 And, 
3. When you add, hat to this Right of. the Paſ. 


Tors to decree Ceremonies, it is the Peoples Duty, oR- 


DINARILY, f conform themſelves : The Word, or- 
dinarily, ſeems thrown in as a Miſt to darken the 
Point; a ſeaſonable Salvo to which to retreat when 


you feel, yourſelf puſh'd. What mean you, Sir, 
by orainarily? How ſhall the People know when 
it is, and when it is not, their Duty to ſubmit to 
theſe Injunctions of their ſpiritual Governors? Are 


the People themſelves to judge, always to judge, 


of the Fitneſs and Expedience of the injoin'd Cere- 


monies 3. or are they not? If they are not, then 


they are abſolutely to reſign themſelves to the Direc- 


tion of their Governors; which is palpable and 


groſs Popery, and leads directly to Rome. But if 
they are, then the Babel of Church-Authority is at 
once over-thrown: For then the Authority reſides 
no longer in the Decrees of the Governors, but in 
the Judgment of the People. Tis the Judgment 
they form of them, which alan? makes them I : 
ing upon them or not. Of zheir Number, whether 


they are too many; and of their Nature, whether 


they are ſuperſtitious, foppiſh, and vain, you ſeem 
ſometimes to allow, 2be People are to judge: But 
if they have a Right 70 judge, they have a Right 

_ alſo zo a in Conſequence of that Judgment; and 
to withdraw from thoſe Churches where ſuch Cere- 
4 monies are S. as they think ppp and vain 3 


and 


& Fl 
* 


ſtitution 
tors to decree Ceremonies and Rites. 


1 FT Cy 2" - 0 — ä = * \ 


(93). 
and to join themſelves to others, where they think the 
Worſhip of Gop perform'd in a more ſcriptural and 
proper Manner. So then, the ſolemn Parade of 


Uburch- Authority turns out a mere Shadow. Tis 


an Authority to command, which no one is under 


Obligation to obey. This Power of making Ceremo- 
nies mult be either limited or unlimited: If it be 
not limited (which you ſeem to diſavow) Pray! what 
is it limits? hat rf its bounds beyond which 
it all not paſs? If the Church has Power to or- 
dain five Ceremonies, why not ten? And if ten, 
why not more? W ho ſhall pretend to tay how far | 


it may go? 
Your Illuſtration . 4 to the King? 5 Injunfions,” . 


Kc. * will not reach the Caſe; becauſe the Conſti- 


tution and Laws of England empowers the King to 


make ſuch Injunctions: But you have not yet prov- 


ed, and I 5 never will prove, that the Con- 
the Chriſtian Church empowers its Paſ- 


| You aſk . Where does the Church pretend 


'*© to be alone the proper Fudge, or where diſallow 


& private Chriſtians to judge for themſelves in theſe 


Matters? I will tell you, Sir, in its XXXIV* 


Article, which decrees, that whoſoever thro bis 


. JopemenT, willingly and purpoſely doth 


y break the Traditions and Ceremonies of the 


| Church, which be not repuguant to the Word of Gon, 
and be R by common Authority, ought to be re- 


 buked openly (that others may fear to do the like) as 


he Sw 5 offendeth apainſt the common Order of the 
Church, and burteth the AUTHORITY of the Ma. 


 8TRaTE. Private Judgment, you ſee, is here for- 
Bid to oppoſe the common Order of the Church, and = 
the Authority of the Magiſtrate ; and when it pre- 

fri ſo to died is to be cenſured and Pudel 

o 


Ii En 
| d Def. p. 14. 15 5 2 P. 15 
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Fome, you acknowledge, to be as much poſſeſſed 


to decree Rites, that they may therefore decree 


Conſecrating of Ground in the Church of England is 
a Rite, but the Conſecrating of Water in the Church 


baptiſed Infant with the Sign of the Croſs, in Token 
that it ſhall confeſs a crucified Chriſt, is a ſignifi- 


Token that it ſhall hear the Word of Gop ; or Salt 
ſeaſon'd with Salt, are intollerable Fopperies.— The 
: ſus, Kneeling at the Communion; Sponſors, Sur- 


this kind uſed in the Church of England, are edify- 
ing and decent Ceremonies, ** of clear Signification 


Staff, Knocking on the Breaſt, Elevations, Croſ- 
Sc. practiſed in the Church of Rome, are ridiculous 


ſpiritually gifted ; able to diſtinguiſh CPA Yo 
- char differ? + | 


of your XX Article Thouſands of Proſelytes 


Kome, is raſh, you ſay, and groundleſs : Nor 
: » do you believe I can name one who, was ever 


> almoſt equal to a thouſand. The firſt ſhall be the 
renowned Chillingworth, who was gain'd to the 
2 Church of Rome, your by this Argument, 8 


174 
e The Church of France, and the Churei of 


e of this Power as the Church of England: But it 
does not follow that becauſe they have a Power 


* Fopperies and Superſtitions c. —But by what Mark, 


I pray, do you diſtinguiſh betwixt Rzzes and Top. 
peries; betwixt Ceremonies and Superſtitions? The 


of France is a Foppery.— The Prieſt's ſigning the 


cant Rite: But his putting his Finger into its Ear, in 
upon its Tongue, in Token that its Speech ſhall be 
Bowings to the Altar, bowing at the Name of 7e- 


plice, Hoods, Lawn Sleeves, and every thing of 


« and indiſputable Uſe':** But the Slippers and 
ſings, Geſticulations, Sprinklings with holy Water, 


Superſtitions. ——How happy to have Governors thus 


« My Spain, « that by the mere Conceſſions Ky 


have been gain'd from you to the Church of 


+ gain'd by it“. —I will give you two Inſtances 


: - / ns 
J + Def. TTY ET. * P. 15. 


cc 


(75) 


The Neceſſi ity of an infallible living Judge of Contro- 
verfies* : Which is but a different Expreſſion for 


the Authority of the Church in Matters of Faith. 
Now if this Argument was ſo plauſible as to van- 


quiſh, and lead captive ſo great a Maſter of Reaſon, 


M ultitudes of weaker Minds have, no doubt, fallen 


by its Force. The other ſhall be King James II, 
of whom Biſhop Burnet ſays, he gave me this Ac- 


count of the Change of his Religion. — All due 
© Care was taken to form him to a ſtrict Adhe- 


„ rence to the Church: Amongſt other Things 
« much was ſaid of the AuTHorITY of the Church, 
and of the Tradition from the Apoſtles in ſup- 
* port of Epiſcopacy. So when he came to obſerve 
* that. there was more Reaſon to ſubmit to the Ca- 
c tholic Church, than to one particular Church; and 


= 


that other Traditions might be taken on her 


Word, as well as Epiſcopacy was received amongſt 


us, "It thought the Step was not great, but that 
„it was very reaſonable to go over to the Church 
„of Rome.“ See how dangerous a Weapon is 


this ſame Church- Authority : And how capable of 
being uſed to the infinite Prejudice of the Prote- 


ſtant Cauſe |! 


« But granting this Authority of the Church, 
* (7.e. of its Paſtors and Governors, its Biſhops 
e and Clergy) How, you aſk, would our Refor- 
* mation be overthrown by it; which was not car- 
** ried on in Oppoſition to Authority, but with the 
e Concurrence of all the Authority in the Nation o??? 


Strange, Sir, you ſhould ſo ſoon forget! Did not 


remember you that the Reformation under Queen 
Elizabeth, and the preſent Forms of Worſhip pre- 
(cribed in the Common Prayer, were ſtrongly op- 
poſed by every Biſhop in the Kingdom; and the 
Convocation then fitting, were ſo far from having 
any hand i in it, that they preſented to the Parlia- 
[[PC ment 
vid. Life of Chilliagworth, EZ: © Burnet's Hiſt of 
dis own Times, Octay, Edit. Vol. 5 194 Def. P. 15. 
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ment t ſeveral Propoſitions in favour of Popery, di- 
rectly contrary to the Procedings of the Parliament? 


The Civil Magiſtrate, you affirm, has no Power at 
all, nor Authority in theſe Matters. They are the 


Paſtors and Governors of the Church, in whom alone 
it is lodged. But behold, theſe Paſtors and Go- 


vernors were zealous for the old Religion ! They 


argued, voted, petitioned ſtrenuouſly for it, and 
againſt the Reformation. The Reformation then, 


upon your Principles, is built upon a wrong Bot- 
tom: Was carried on, not in Concurrence with, 
but in avow'd Oppoſition to, all the Authortſy of 


the Nation. How juſtly might I here return your 


own ungenerous Compliment, It was great Raſh- 


 weſs ( too great in Conſcience) if indeed it was not | 


TrxEACHERY and PLAYING Boor v, to ſet the Pro- 


| teſtant Cauſe upon ſo ſandy a Foundation: Tour 
Principles, if digeſted into proper Form, will ſtand 
thus.—*< The Church hath Power and Authority 


* to decree Ceremonies and Rites : But by the 


Church, obſerve, J underſtand, not the King and 


Parliament, not the Civil Magiſtrate, who have 

„ no Power at all relating to theſe Matters; but 
* the Biſhops only and Clergy, who are appointed 
£ and called of Gop to be its Paſtors and Gover- 
* urs; But remember, my Countrymen, the 
„Common Prayer, and Forms of Worſhip now 
< eſtabliſhed and uſed amongſt you, were intro- 
'£ duced into this Church, not by the Authority, no, 
„ nor yet by the Conſent of the Paſtors and Go- 
tc yernors whom Gop had ſet over it, but in direct 
* Oppoſition to them. It was a Change brought about 
entirely by the Civil Magiſtrate, Who had no Au- 
“ thority to effect it. It was therefore really no 
ce other than an eccleſiaſtical Rebellion, an unjuſti- 
8 fiable Revolt from the only rightful Rulers and 
6c Governors of che huren in its {pificuat Con- 
4 cerns.” 

| This 


” Def. P- 18. ; os 19. 


EL ; Def. p. 13. 


6 3 
This, Sir, I apprehend, is the plain Tendency 


of your Principles; though I know you have been 
ſo wiſe as to contradict them again, by allowing, 
that if Church Governors will not come into ſuch 
„ Reformation, as is according to Gop's Word, but 
„ obſtinately perſevere in maintaining their ſinful Er- 
e rors and Corruptions, the People may reform tbem- 
„ ſelves *.”—But this Conceſſion overthrows your 


whole Scheme of Church Autbority, makes TE 
Pop the ſupreme and ultimate Judges, as to 


Points of Faith and Rites of Worſhip; brings 

down the Decrees of the moſt numerous and moſt 

holy Councils, Convocations, and Synods, to ſtand = 
at the Bar of every Man's private Judgment; and 


veſts him with Authority to receive or reject them, 


as to himſelf ſhall ſeem fit. So powerful is Truth, 
which will prevail ! FVV»; 5 


But your Poſitions as to the Civil Magiſtrate, de- 


ſerve a more diſtin and accurate Conſideration. 
He has no Power at all to decree Rites in divine 
* Worſhip — This Power is not in the King and 
Parliament, for in this very Article (XX.) which, 
„ together with the reſt, is confirmed by Act of 
„ FParliament (13 Ez. c. 12.) and thereby made 
„a Part of our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, they 
„have plainly owned it to be in he Church; and 
no body imagines, that by the Church they meant 
* themſelves. The King and Parliament then have 
_ «& plainly difowned apy ſuch Power in themſelves, 


e and have recognized it to be in the Church . 


This, Sir, is a Doctrine, which may be of dan- 
gerous and important Conſequence, and I believe 
J 
1. As | *twas the Queen and Parliament | alone, 
Without, yea in Oppoſition to, the Biſbops and Con- 
_ vocation, which decreed the preſent Form and Wor- 
ſhip of your Church, and to their Authority alone 
it owes its very Being, Birth, and Support; by 


* affirming 
. mr Ibid. p. 17. 
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cognized it to be it in the Church ? But, 


(7) 
affirming that they had no Power nor Authority of 
this Nature, you knock down and demoliſh the 


' Church of England at once, and lay it proſtrate in 


the Duſt. And, 8 

2. That the King and Parliament by acknow- 
ledging this Power to be in the Church, have not 
diſclaimed it, nor put it out of their own Hands, is 


inconteſtible hence, that they have at the ſame Time 


expreſly told you, what they mean by ie Church; 
not the Biſhops and Clergy, but the Congregation of 
the Faithful; of which Congregation themſelves are 
not only a Part, but the principal and ruling Part: 

And accordingly, our Laws and Conſtitution have 


"veſted the ſupream Power of preſcribing Ceremo- 
nies and Rites, only in them. I aſk you—By what 
Authority do the Rubricks of the Common Prayer, 


bind the Clergy to Obedience; or whence'is it, they 
are obliged to obſerve the Rites and Forms pre- 
ſcribed in that Book? Is it not entirely by the Au- 


thority and Act of Parliament? As for the Paſtors 
and Governors to whom you appropriate this Au- 
thority, the Biſhops and Clergy, they have no 


Power by our Conſtitution to make one ſingle Law, 
to decree one Rite, or to preſcribe one Ceremony: 
When aſſembled in Convocation, they are abſolutely 


under the Controul and Direction of the Civil 


Power. Even the very Subjects of their En- 
4 quiry and Debate, as well as the Extent of their 


<<. Ordinances in Point of Obligation, are preſcribed 
„ by Statute Law, that they cannot ſo much as at- 


ce tempt any Canons or Conſtitutions, without a 


„ Royal Licence; and that none of their Ordi- 


& nances are binding, even againſt the private 
« Cuſtoms of a fingle Pariſh .“ How is it then 


you affirm, the King and Parliament to Have diſ- 


owned any ſuch Power in themſelves, and to have re- 


3 


* Examinat, of the Codex, p. 114. 


(79) 


3. The Point is if poſſible, till rendered more 
clear from the XXXIVth Article above cited; 
which ſays If any Man through his private Judg- 
ment, openly breaks the Ceremonies of the Church, or- 
dained by common AUTHORITY, he ſhall be openly 
 rebuked, as one who offendeth againſt the common Or- 


der of the Church, and hurteth the AuTworITY or 
THz MAGISTRATE. —The Authority of the Magife 


trate then, is indiſputably concerned in ordaining 
theſe Ceremonies: And your Church, Sir, how- 


ever loath you are to hear it, is undoubtedly a Par- 
liamentary and Civil Conſtitution ; made, formed, 


ſupported entirely by the Civil Magiſtrate, and by 


him alone is it wy OT of being thrown into a new 
Form. 


But you aſk, . Are not the Diſſenting buche 


in the ſame Senſe Parliamentary? Do they not 


« depend entirely upon an Act of Parliament, the 


Act of Toleration* ?? No; the Diſſenting 
Churches were formed, ſubſiſted, and grew with- 
cut and before, any Parliamentary Authority. We 


1 


are thankful to the excellent and good Government 
under which we live, for the Act of Toleration. 


But would humbly beg Leave to ſay, we derive 


not our Power to aſſemble for divine Worſhip, nor 
our Miniſters theirs to officiate in ſuch Aſſemblies, 
from any human Law, but from our natural Right _ 

as Men, and from the Authority of CHRIST. 
The Act of Toleration only protects us in 1 the En- 
joyment of this Right. 5 


But above all Things you 1 this whilſt 


; 2 1 was making this Puſh at the Church of England, 


I did not reflect how much I laid myſelf open: - 


For if there was ever upon Earth @ Church, 
« which could roperly be called Parliamentary, it 
was the Preſbyterian in the Time of the grand 


KRebellion . What you call the grand Rebellion, 


Sir, a Britiſh Housz or ORs: ſince the Re- 


ſtoration, 
Tl e o 2 
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ſtoration, call a Vindication of their jusT LI EER TIESVB; 


and brought one of their Members, Lenthal, upon 
his Knees at the Bar, and there ſharply reprimanded 
him, for preſuming to reflect upon it in the Man- 


ner you have done . Beſides, if it was a grand 


Rebellion, the Shame and Reproach of it falls 
chiefly upon the Church of England; the Parka- 


ment who began it, conſiſting almoſt entirely of 
Members of that Communion, as Lord Clarendon 


himſelf owns. But, what if the Pre/oyterial Church 


eſtabliſhed afterward by them was truly Parkamen- 


tary, how have I laid myſelf open! Had I faid or 
{uggeſted any Thing at all —— to that Church, 


or the Procecdingy of thoſe Times? Not a fingle 
Word; but for aught I had ſaid, it appears not 

but I as much condemn that Eſlabliſbmeni as your- 
ſelf. How then have I laid myſelf open! Are you, 


Sir, the Gentleman, chat Loproves- me for Ra Ram. 


blings?2_ 
Tou put the Caſe „ © that any SY our  Difſent- | 


ing Churches, or the Church of Scotland, ſhould 


23 the general Aſſembly ordain, that 


a decent Baſon, with clean Water Would be pro- 


« vided, and placed near the Pulpit, that ſo the 


« Miniſter taking the Child in his Arms, may 
2 4— pour or ſprinkle Water upon its 
* Pace, in the Name of the Father, Sc. Here are 
„ ſeveral Rites ordained, which Chriſt in his Wiſ⸗ 


« dom did not think proper to ordain, and one of 


them at leaſt as exceptionable as any excepted 


* againſt in our Church, Sprinkling—What will 


e this Gentleman ſay to ſuch an Appointment ?”* 
1 will ſay, 


Sir, that if Compliance with this In- 
ion be made a neceſſary Term of receiving Bap- 


tiſm in that Church (as the Croſs and Sponſors are 1 


made neceſſary in yours) ſo as that no Child ſhall 


be baptized, that is not ſprintled from fuch Baſon ; 
aud the Parent that deſires to have his Child dipt 


FT (believing 
* Journal of the 12th of May 15% ® Def. p. 23, 24- 


e 
(believing that to be the only Way in which Chriſ- 


tian Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtered) ſhall not 
have it done; in that Caſe, Sir, I will ſay the Church 


acts a tyrannical, unjuſt, ſchiſmatical Part; and if 


1 could have my Child baptized in any other 
Church, conſtituted upon a more Catholic and Scrip- 
tural Plan, I ſhould think it my Duty to apply to it 
on that Occaſion. The Spirit of Ceremony- making 
and Church Tyranny, is of a reſtleſs and incroach- 
ing Nature, and ought timely to be cruſned. Twas 
from ſuch little Beginnings, the Maſs of Romiſh Fop- 
prey ew up to its preſent Heighth. = 
The natural Rights you repreſent ſome of our 
Fellow: ſubjects as ſubmitting to be deprived of 
by diſqualifying Laws, without going about to 
e turn the World upfide down for their Repeal o, 
are vaſtly too trivial, to be compared with thoſe of 
which Diſſenters are deprived ; nor are they diſ- 
qualified as to theſe, upon the Account of Con- 
ſcience and Religion (the hard Caſe of Diſſenters) for 


acting as we think the Authority And Laws of Go | 


indiſpenſibly oblige us: Nor finally, can the Per- 
ſons you mention, perhaps be properly ſaid to have 


a natural Right, to ſuſtain at the ſame Time two 


different Characters, and to execute two Offices 
which are generally inconſiſtent and interfere with 
each other—So the Caſes are not parallel. Beſides, 
why Sir, are we repreſented as turning the World 
upfide down? Have we ever kindled Tumults, 
id Mobs, demoliſhed Houſes, threatned Courts 
Ly under a ſeditious Cry, that our Churches were in 
Danger? We appeal to the impartial World, for 
_ os Loyaley and Peaceableneſs with which „ 
c have. 97 655 
Lou paſs over, his your own Confeſſion, dh 
| half my Pampblet © unremarked; in which the Con- 
5 Braten of the Church of England is compared 
5 M wich 
5 Dot: s, A 8 q Ibid. p. 37. 


dm — 


—— 


— = ; — - * — — = - — — = . — 
— ——ũ—ä— — _ — - 


N. 
* 


r 


: - K — — — — = — ä — — 
= - - 1 — i - 2 0. . 
- _ a a” 3 => 1 — | 
— * . 0 2 — £4, "4 * — er r 7,” — 3 
] © — 8 et; N * pn , 2 * 
1 y * y mm -<£ D = $6.2 . 0 EO * F X s « 3 =. 4 k 
. 3228 x n 4 I — Rp ** 2 = 4 . EY A k "24 * * 
2 TID. ' — ug 5 — 3 3 By "2 * ; q 
, 5s Pa Ot * . r | 3 6 3 : * 
— 1 —_ 4 — — —— * — — - — — . En IF oe i eg 2 — 
” E 1 <7 £7 — — 2 — oa = — 22 — x * — — 
— e eee ER 2 . 
— : hag 2 A TE ; - no : den ” WW £2; a EA,” EET 3... o =, IEEE — = 
= d- — - 4 = hy by 5 — — — 8 . — — —ͤ—ũ—ñ—ä— — - » —— - 
— — —— ̃ — F == — =====—— == = IS : = 
.. — DE TI — — — — — — WE —— —' — 
0 : : 
5 
* 


— 


— — — — 
— - ad. * 5 
— * a a > | 
- wu ne ; 
r A 4 * 
Te. 
— — 


— 3 = 
— — — 


. — „ 
= 4 


— — 


© #1 
- : 
=: 
——— 


—— 


* 

A 
g 
nut 


3 * 7. 

—— — 
re Io 
———]_þ_»»mmwTF' 

= — 


222 ——— 
8 —— 


( 82 ) 
with that of the Church of CarisT, and they are 
ſhewn to be Societies of a quite different Nature 
ſo as that a Perſon's Separation from the one, does 
by no Means imply his Separation from the other. 
Your replying nothing to this, you will give me 
Leave to impute to ſome other Cauſe, than © your 
not obſerving any Thing in it, which pretends to 
« refute. or contradict any Poſition advanced in your 
« Letter.” Is not the Charge of Schiſm your fa- 


vourite and conſtant Topic? But if I prove the 
two Societies ſo entirely different in their Conſtitu- 
tion and Frame, as that my not communicating in 


the former, does in no wiſe break me off from, 


nor in the leaſt interrupt my Communion in the 
latter, is not this a Refutation of one of the chief 


and moſt intereſting Parts of your Letters? And did 
not Juſtice to your Argument demand, if you. 


could have given it, a proper Reply? 


« Tis growing mighty modiſh, you 99 


c with our People to laugh at all Notions of 
„ Church Communion, and to make PORN: of 
the moſt unneceſſary Separations . Les, + - 
thank Gov, the loud Peals you were wont to ring 

us upon the Head of Schiſm, are generally treated 
with pretty much Neglect, not only amongſt our 


People, but even amongſt your own. For when 


one ſees grave Gentlemen ſetting themſelves up for 

| Rulers and Governors in the Name of the Lord, 
_ claiming Power to forgive Sins, to decree Cere- 
monies, to make Laws, and to determine Points 
of Faith; and then thundering out their Anathe- 


mas, upon ſuch as refuſe to ſubmit to their Autho- 


rity. What muſt this provoke in all ſenſible Spec- 


tators, but a Mixture of , Indignation, 
and Mirth? 


Can theſe ſpiritual Fathers. in ds 8 


believe our SCHISM to be ſo horrid and ſo damning, 


+ ©: - 2:0 BAY 
"Def p. 25. . 


thought Schiſm 
to repreſent, tis ſtrange you never try the Power 
= of your Perſuaſions with your Brethren in the 


84) 


and yet refuſe to drop the Ceremonies which they 


ſee to be the Stone of Stumbling, at which we, ſo 


_ grievouſly and wickedly fall? What, for the Sake 
of ea few Things which they own to be indifferent, 


will they harden themſelves againſt the Cries of fo 


many periſhing miſguided Chriſtians, and deſtroy the 


Souls for which Chrift died ! Forgive me, Sir, if I 


cannot think it; but that Schi/ſm is only uſed as 


an eccleſiaſtical Scarecrow, to keep the Simple in 


Awe, and to eſtabliſh a ſacerdotal Empire over 
ductile and weak Minds. 


« All Chriſtians, you affirm, living within the 
« Church of England, which is co-extended with 


c the Kingdom, may be truly ſaid to owe it Obe- 


& dience and Submiſſion, and are de Jure, whe- 


ther they will be or not de Fafo, true Members 
and Subjects of it ©.” But pray tell me: Is not 
the Church of Scotland equally co-extended with 

that Kingdom, as the Church of England is with 


this? And do not all who live within its Pale, owe 


it like Submiſſion? Is not the Preſbyterian Dilci- 


pline and Worſhip as much eſtabliſhed there, as 


the Epiſcopal is here? If it be Schiſm then, and a 
grievous Sin for Diſſenters to withdraw from the 
eſtabliſhed Church in South-Britain, is 1t not alike 
ſchiſmatical and wicked in your Epiſcopal Bre- 
thren to withdraw from the Preſbyterian Church 


eſtabliſhed in the North? Whence is it we never 


hear from you any ſolemn Admonitions to your 
Brethren beyond the Tweed, of the deteſtable Sin 
of Schiſm; warning them of its damning Nature, 
and exhorting them ſpeedily to unite with the eſta 
bliſhed Church! Here your grave Lectures may 


poſſibly have . Effect; and if you really 
o grievous an Offence as you affect 


o North. 
0 3 p- 29. 
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084) 
Nortb. This would be a noble Proof chat you 


were in earneſt, and ſincere. But .whilſt, amidſt 


your warmeſt H arangues againſt the Engliſh Sepa- 
ration, you encourage and ſupport the Diſſent from 
the Scotiſh Church; what can be thought of your 


Outcries about Schiſm, but that they deſerve a 
Name more ſevere than I am Wong here to 
give ? 


Your Notion of our being true Members of the 


Church of England de Fure, tho' we are not, and 
will not be de Fai” —is to me quite new, and 
ſurpaſſes my Comprehenſion. I thought it enter d 


eſſentially into the Idea of a Church, that it is a 
Society of VOLUNTEERS : A Company join d toge- 
ther in certain Acts and Profeſſions by common Con- 


SENT: And that without, much leſs againft, his 
own Agreement and Conſent, no Man could with 
any Truth be ſtiled a Member of any Church. All 

Perſons living in Chriſtendom may be ſaid to owe 

Jeſus Chriſt Obedience and Submiſſion, with infi- 

nitely greater Reaſon than all the People of Eng- 
land can be ſaid to owe it to the Church; but does 
it therefore follow, that they are all de Jure, if 


they will not be de Fafo, TRuE Members of the 


Church of Cbriſt? What, thoſe who openly re- 
nounce Chriſt, declare him to be an Impoſtor, and 
utterly diſavow Obedience and Subjection to him, 
can ſuch, with any Truth or Propriety, be ſtiled 
true Members of his Church! Strange Divinity in- 
_ deed! Chriſt's Church then, inſtead of a Congre- 


gation of faithful Perſons, may now be defined a - 


Society of impious Blaſphemers, of Infidels and 
profane Perſons, who neither fear Gop, nor believe 


in Jeſus Chriſt ; theſe all may be declared and 
treated as true Members of his Church. If this 
indeed be right, then with ſome Pretence it may 

be ſaid, that thoſe who openly renounce and diſ- 

claim the Church of N and declare they will 


not 


(85) 


not live in any Subjection to it, may yet be con- 


ſider'd as true Members of it. 


I owe Allegiance to the King of England, be- 
cauſe I receive Protection from him, and enjoy 
innumerable civil Bleſſings by means of his Go- 
vernment, under which I conſent to live. But it 
does not hence follow, that I owe Subjection to the 
Church of England, (as you argue, pag. 29.) from 


whom I receive no Protection, enjoy no Benefit 

nor Advantage, and in Communion with which 1 
by no means conſent to live. ConsEnT, Sir, is in- 
diſpenſibly and eſſentially neceſſary to form the 


Relation betwixt Paſtors and People : And without 


this Conſent no Church in any Chriſtian or ſcriptural _ 
Senſe can poſſibly be formed. Diſſenters therefore 
can with no Juſtneſs nor Propriety in the World 


be ſtiled true Members of your Church. Your ſo- 


lemn Excommunications of them is really a Caſt- 
ing ſuch out, as never were in it: So the Miracle 


ſtill remains. 
As to our Poſture 34 receiving the Lord's Sup- 18 


per, inſtead of ingenuouſly owning your great Miſ- 
repreſentation, you ſeek by frivolous and quaint 


Queſtions to raiſe a Duſt to conceal it. As, what 


e meaneth this Informant, by ſome of their Churches, 
„ which have admitted kneeling? What by ſome 
ce in their Churches? If there were any conſider- 


<« ble Number, Fc. Their Number, give me 


| leave to tell you, Sir, is nothing to the Purpoſe. 


'Tis the LIBERTY they have to do it, is the only 


Point in Debate. If all have this Liberty, tho” 
"8 one in five thouſand ſhould actually uſe it; 


my Point ſtands firm, yours is overthrown; and 


you ſtand convicted before the World of having N 

given a very wrong and injurious Account of us. 
You raſhly aſſerted that Kneeling among us was 
NEVER allowed to be departed from ; that our Mi- 


or "mor; 
2 Def. p. 32. gh 
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niſters INSISTED upon, and REFUSED fe abate it.— 
|. This, from my own certain Knowledge, from the 
Information of others, from Baxter's reform'd Li- 


turgy, I proved to be a falſe Repreſentation. In 


the ſecond Edition of my Letter, (pag. 21.) I added 
a Paſſage from Dr. Calamy's brief Account to the 
German Divines, which expreſly ſays, — The Com- 


municants amongſt PROTESTANT DISSENTERS are 


Ar LiBeRTyY 20 uſe their own PoSTURE in the 
Time of Receiving ;, tbo' a Table-Poſture is moſt com- 


monly uſed. Note. To this brief Account, &c. you 


5 appear to have been no Stranger; you had, doubt- 
leſs, read it; for you quote a long Paſſage from it 


(Lett. II. pag. 62.) not four Lines diſtant from that 
I have now cited. How then could you take 
upon you ſo roundly to affirm — that it is NeveR 


ALLOWED fo be departed from, &c. When you 
had ſeen it declared to the World that our Com- 
municants were AT LIBERTY to uſe their o x 
Pos run!!! 


But if this deſerves an ingenuous Bluſh, 1 am 
called upon to bluſh with you, For having ſaid 


that Chriſt and his Apoſtles, without all perad- 
venture, ſat around the Table, when every Body 
% knows, who knows any Thing at all, that they 


c uſed the recumbing Poſture, which is no more 


Sitting than it is Kneeling s.“ If my Aſſertion 


cannot be ſupported by indiſputable Authority, 1 
have a Bluſh at your Command, Sir. Let my 


' Vouchers be heard. St. Matthew » ſays, he sar 
DOWN with the twelve. — And as they were _ | 
Tesuvs took Bread and bleſſed it. St. Mark i, As 
| they sar and did eat, Jxsus took Bread, &c. 8. : 
Luke *, When the Hour was come, he SAT DOWN, 
ond the twelve Apoſtles with him: And be took the 
Bread and gave Thanks. If J am now to be cor- 
rene for wen a and his Apoſtles as 


SITTING | 
#® Def. p 1. XXVi. 20. „ Wr. 18, 1 xxii. 14. 


1 
SITTING around the T. able, the Weight of the 
Stroke will fall entirely upon the Scriptures ; under 
which Patronage I am ſafe. I make no manner of 
doubt, Sir, but the Poſture was /itting, though 
with the Body, perhaps, a little leaning or re- 
clin d. Nor would our Language afford our 
3 Tranſlators any better, or indeed any other, Word 
| than ſitting, to expreſs it by. Pray, how would 
| vou render it—As they RECUMB'D and did eat. 
And when the Hour was come, be RECUMB'D with 


: his twelve Apoſtles ? If every Body, who knows 
ca Thing at all, knows they uſed the recumbing 
t &« Paſture, then good Mr. Henry knew nothing 
& at all; for, he ſays, He ſat down in the uſual 
n ha Table-Geſture ; not lying on one fide, for it 
"2 „Mas not eaſy to eat, nor paſſiblèe to drink in that 
4 80 Poſture, but ſitting upright, tho' perhaps, ſit- 
N « ting low :”* Or rather, as Dr. Lightfoot tells us, 
the Poſture was, fitting on a Couch, leaning the 
n left Elbow on the Table. 
jd My Account of the Conſtitution of the Church 
. of England, of the regal Supremacy, and of the 
iy Proceedings of the Convocation in the Affair of 
ey Mr. Whifton, you call Mifrepreſentations ' , but I 
ire KU obſerve you are ſo prudent as not to offer a ſingle | 
on Word in Proof of their being ſuch. —_ 
1 Jour repreſenting me as having a great Zeal for 
ny A and being fond of theſe new Notions - 
ar por which I had given not the leaſt real Occaſion, 
ing is an Artifice ſo low, that you mult give we leave 
45 do look down with great Pity upon it; not doubt- 
St, © ing but I have an Advocate and an . in 
IN, your Breaſt. 
the I There is ſomething truly extraordinary. in your 
cor- affirming— << That the damnatary Clauſes of the 
- 2s * Athanafian Creed may be as ſafely ſubſcribed, 
ING « ** without any bs uma Declaration, as the boly 
„ . 3 
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(8) 
6 Siariptuies 1 at leaſt ſuch Paſſages, as He that * | 
e lieveth not ſhall be damned—-He that believeth not 
« the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of Gov 
„ abideth on bim, &c.”—As much as to ſay, 
Lou may as confidently aſſent to the Deciſions of 
a weak and fallible Man, concerning the everlaſting 
State of Multitudes of his Fellow Men, as to the 
Deciſion of the omniſcient and infallible Gop.— 
Or thus, becauſe Gop hath fixed ſome Terms for 
a Man's Entrance into Life, therefore Man may 
take upon him to deviſe and fix o/hers.—Or thus, 
| becauſe CHRIS had Authority to pronounce, that 
no Man who received not the Goſpel, which he 
preached, ſhould finally be ſaved, therefore Athana- 
ius (if he was its Compiler) had Authority to 
pronounce, that no Man who believed not ” the 
Treed which he had made, ſhould attain eternal 
Life, but ſhould Wenne p. Are theſe 
Concluſions juſt?ʒ 
I cannot think myſelf to need your F cogtiretnls, 
Sir, for aiking, whether you were amongſt the 
« weak and uncharitable Minds, who damn to the 
% Pit of Hell, all who cannot receive all the dark 
and my yſterious Points ſet forth in the Atbanaſian 
Creed. For does not that Creed moſt peremp- 
torily pronounce this Damnation on all ſuch ? Are 
not you a zealous Advocate and Admirer of that 
Creed? Do you not yourſelf thirteen Times a Year, 
in the Preſence and Church of Gop, and as his 
Miniſter and Ambaſſador, declare ſolemnly to the 
People, That whoever does not keep WHOLE and 
UNDEFILED the Faith therein delivered, be ſhall 
WITHOUT DOUBT Periſo everlaſtingly? Where then 
is the wrong of my aſking, Whether you are amongſt 
the uncharitable Perſons? &c. For if you are An- 
cere in its Uſe, and do really believe what you ſo- 
i bar tell the a] when you read to e 
Iba 
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that Creed, I cannot ſee but you muſt be content 


to be reckoned 1 in that Number. For how to re- 


concile a ſolemn Declaration concerning certain 
Perſons, that WIT HOu pousT they perifſo ever- 


g laftingly, with Hopes of their Salvation, is to me 


quite incomprehenſible. 
The Subſcriptions of our Miniſters, with the 


Proteſtation they made againſt the damnatory Clauſes, 


can with no Truth, I apprehend, be called “a Pro- 


© reſtatio contra Factum, nor a ſubſcribing Aſſent 


&* to the Truth of certain Propofitions, at the ſame 
« Time declaring they do not aſſent to it. For 
it really amounted to no more than this I believe 


the Articles of this Creed, and think it agree- 


“ able to the Word of Gov, but J here publickly, 
declare, I do not . conſider the damnatory Clauſes = 
as any Part of the Creed, nor give my Aﬀent 


to them.” As for the Subſcription of our pre- 

ſent Miniſters, if it be not done under a Claim of 

the Benefit of this Proteſtation made by their 

Predeteſſors, or with ſome ſuch Proteſtation made 

by themſelves; I freely own, Sir, I cannot juſ- 

; wy it, and think it a Thing which ought not to 
4 done. 


_ - SuBscR1IPT1ON to human Creeds have, I appre- 


hend, been of infinite Diſſervice and Hurt to the 


Chriſtian Church, have rent it into a Variety of 


Sects and angry Parties, and filled it with innu- 


merable Strifes and Debates : They are .a Fence 

raiſed around the Church, which can n poſſibly keep 
none but virtuous and boneſt Perſons, but never. 
can one Hypocrite, one Heretic, or wicked Mar, 


from entering into it. I wiſh the Caſe you men- 


tion may not be extremely common, viz. Frau- 


dulent and infincere Subſcriptions, and the conſtant 


Uſe of Forms, which they who uſe them do not ap- 
Prove o, W the es cada is Allet. 8 


But 
. Def. p- 41. 5 e P. 44. 1 15 
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 Jſaac Toms, of Hadleigh, in the ſame County. 
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hut the Point of Subſcriptions which is the Sub- 
ject of your Appendix, will be conſidered by an 
abler Hand; who will give you, I hope, ample 
Slatisfaction on this Head: To his Inſtructions I 
commend you, Sir, wiſhing you with great Sin- 
cerity, abundant Peace and Truth. 75 
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1 3 In the Preſs, Price 18. Lobel 
The Shining Convert; or, Riches of Divine 


Grace, diſplayed. Being Memoirs of God's gra- 
cious Dealings towards a poor illiterate Huſband- 
man, Thomas Seeger, of Kerſey in Suffolk, iſſuing in 


his Converſion, from a moſt dreadful State of Ig- 


norance and Irreligion, to eminent Piety and Virtue. 

_ Calculated for general Benefit, eſpecially to advance 
the Redeemer's Honour, eftabliſh, improve, and 
comfort his faithful Followers. To which is added, 


a Sermon, occaſioned by his happy Death. * 


The Wonders of God's Goodneſs and Mercy to 
our moſt gracious Sovereign, his Auguſt Houſe, 
and to theſe Nations, repreſented and diſplayed : 


Comprehending the moſt remarkable Events attend- 


ing the late wicked Rebellion, and our happy De- 
liverance from it. In a Sermon preached at Ply- 
mouth, on Thurſday, October 9, 1746. being the Day 
by Authority appointed for a publick Thankſgiving, 


For the late memorable Victory obtained over the 


Both Sold by R. Heli. 


3B 0OORsð printed for R. HET. 
| | In Two Volumes. Price x0s. 


The Second Fdition (Revis'd by the Author, and made to refer 
to both the Quarto and Octavo Editions it is an Anſwer to) of 


1. A N Anſwer to a Book, entitled, Chriftianity as old as 


the Creation. In Two Parts. Part I. In which the 
Author's Account of the Law of Nature is conſidered, and the 
Scheme is ſhew*d to be inconſiſtent with Reaſon and with itſelf, _ 
and of ill Conſequence to the Intereſts of Virtue and Good of 
Mankind. Part II. In which the Authority and Uſefulneſs of 


the Revelation, contain'd in the Sacred Writings of the Old and 


New Teſtament, are aſſerted and vindicated againſt the Objections 

and Miſrepreſentations of that Author. 5 
II. The Divine Authority of the Old and New Teſtament 

aſſerted; with a particular Vindication of the Characters of 


| Moſes and the Prophets, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt and his Apo- 


ſtles, againſt the unjuſt Aſperſions and falſe Reaſonings in the 
Moral Philoſopher. The Second Edition corrected. Price 68s. 


III. Remarks on a late Pamphlet entitled, Chriſtianity not 
founded on Argument. In Two Letters to a Friend. Price 


2s. 6d, Es | : 
The ſecond may be had alone. Price 1 s. 6d. All by John 


E Leland, D. D. 7 of 


In Two Volumes. Vol. I. contain, 
IV. Diſcourſes concerning the Being and Natural Perfections 


of God, in which that firſt Principle of Religion, the Exiſtence 


of the Deity, is prov'd, from the Frame of the material World, 


from the animal and rational Life, and from human Intelli- 


rence and Morality. And the Divine Attributes of Spiritua- 
ity, Unity, Eternity, Immenſity, Omnipotence, Omniſcienee, 


and infinite Wiſdom are explain d. 


> , %m f 
Diſcourſes concerning the Perſections of God; in which his 


Holineſs, Goodneſs, and moral Attributes, are explained and 
proved ; the Foundations of true Religion, conſiſting in the 


Fear and Love of God, in Obedience to, and Truſt in him, 


are illuſtrated and eſtabliſhed. By John Abernethy, M. A. 


V. A Faithful Account of the Religion and Manners of the 


Mahometans. In Ten Chapters, viz. Chap. 1. The Authar 
taken by the Algerines ; an Inſurrection deſigned by the Slaves; 


the Manner of elling their Slaves in Algiers. 2. The Algerine 


Behaviour when at Sea; their ſuperſtitious addreſſing the Mar- 

robots for Succeſs. 3. The Turks Manner of Eating. 4. The 
Algerine Camps, with the Reaſon of them. Of the Cabyles, a 
rugged People, whop dwell in the Mountains. 5. Their Way 

of Marriage; and the great Lamentation the Women make for 
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